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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
Pique is a Persian cat,male,3 years old, neutered, presented for seizures due to a one 
hypoglycemia episode;the BG was 71 that was corrected with dextrose 5 percent iv.Since then no 
relapse has been noticed . The patient is affected by FIP however no clinical signs are obvious. 
The owner reports eating and drinking well,no diarrhoea or vomiting is obvious. The CBC and the 
minichemistry reports paramethers in the normal range . The clinical examination is 
unremarkable a part for some issues related to the breed, like exophtalmus and prognatia. The 
abdominal ultrasound reveals a thickness of the duodenum along with dilation. The xrays 
provided in LL and vd projection reveals the same pattern of the ultrasound. We would like to 
acquire more information in regards of this pattern and the pancreas area also. Kind regards, 
 
RADIOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE THORAX AND ABDOMEN 
 
A complete set of radiographs of the thorax and abdomen is provided for review. 
 
RADIOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 
 
Thorax 
 
The surrounding bony structures are within normal limits. 
 
The extrathoracic soft tissues present homogeneous without abnormalities. 
 
The heart is of normal size and shape, there is no evidence of cardiac chamber or vascular 
enlargement. The pulmonary vasculature is within normal limits. 
 
The trachea is normal in diameter and presents the anticipated course. The luminal outline of the 
trachea is smooth. 
 
The bronchial tree presents with thin walls and tapers uniformly towards the periphery as 
expected. 
 
The lung parenchyma presents the expected architecture and opacity; the intrapulmonary 
vascular branching is seen up to the third order lung vessels. 
 
The diaphragm is well delineated with even surface and the expected mild cranial bulging of the 
diaphragmatic cupola. 
 
Abdomen 
 
The surrounding bony structures are within normal limits. 
 
No abnormalities of the extraabdominal soft tissues are noted. The abdominal wall is smooth and 
thin. 
 
The serosal detail is maintained throughout the peritoneal and retroperitoneal space. 
 
The liver is appropriate in position, size and presents uniform opacity. 
 
The splenic head is in the anticipated position and within normal limits for size and opacity.  
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Both kidneys are seen and present with normal size, shape, delineation and opacity. The urinary 
bladder is in its anticipated position. No radiopaque calculi are noted throughout the upper and 
lower urinary tract. 
 
The stomach is in its anticipated position and contains a mild amount of fluid. 
 
In the dorsal aspect of the right cranial abdomen, there is a intestinal loop, containing a tubular 
mineral opaque body, measuring approximately 3.6 cm in length and 9 mm in diameter.  
 
The colon is seen in the expected position and presents with appropriate content. 
 
RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 
 

• Small intestinal tubular foreign body 
• Normal thorax 

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The findings are consistent with a tubular foreign body, potentially causing incomplete 
mechanical obstruction due to ingesta passing through the lumen. Surgery to remove the foreign 
body is indicated. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 
referring veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not 
visible in the image/video clips provided.  
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or 
if I can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

 
Sebastian Schaub, Sebastian Schaub, DVM, Dr. med. vet. DipECVDI 
sebast.schaub@gmail.com 
 

 


