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54704 

DATE 
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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
Owners noticed a palpable abdominal mass. Ultrasound: Within the mid abdomen is a 
hyperechoic and heterogonous encapsulated mass that fills the majority of the abdomen. 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHY OF THE ABDOMEN 

A high resolution pre- and post-contrast CT study of the abdomen is provided for review. 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

The body condition score is 2/9 

Due to the decreased body condition score, there is a lack of peritoneal fat, and the serosal 
peritoneal detail is lost, effacing the margins of the abdominal organs. The abdomen is distended. 

In the mid abdomen, a soft tissue attenuating and heterogeneous contrast enhancing ovoidal 
shaped soft tissue mass is visible measuring 7.0 x 5.6 x 9.9 cm in size. The mass is centrifugally 
displacing the intestinal loops. 

The hepatic volume is moderately increased, and the liver is protruding caudally beyond the 
costal arch. The hepatic parenchyma has a heterogeneous contrast enhancement pattern with 
multiple roundish hypoattenuating intraparenchymal nodular lesions. 

The spleen is deviated laterally and presents with the expected size and shape, post contrast 
administration, the splenic parenchyma has a uniform contrast enhancement pattern. 

Both kidneys present within normal limits for size, shape and organ architecture. After contrast 
administration a bilaterally symmetric and uniform nephro- and pyelogram is noted.  

Ventral to L2 & L3, a uniform contrast enhancing, ill-defined soft tissue mass is seen, 
encompassing and ventrally deviating the aorta – including the celiac & cranial mesenteric artery 
– at the same level. The retroperitoneal mass is measuring approximately 3.5 x 1.8 x 2.6 cm in 
size. 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

• Emaciation 
• Sublumbar retroperitoneal soft tissue mass 
• Large mid abdominal mass 
• Nodular hepatopathy 

 
INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

The findings of the CT study are highly suggestive for disseminated neoplastic disease with a 
large mid abdominal mass, hepatic nodular lesions and a retroperitoneal mass. Potentials include 
lymphosarcoma, carcinoma or sarcoma. FNA sampling of the mass(es) can be used for further 
definition. As the masses are associated with delicate anatomical structures – including large 
abdominal vessels – surgery is considered not as an option here. Discussing palliative treatment 
options with oncologist is considered beneficial. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 
referring veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology 
that was not visible in the image/video clips provided.   
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or 
if I can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

 
Sebastian Schaub, Sebastian Schaub, DVM, Dr. med. vet. DipECVDI 
sebast.schaub@gmail.com 
 

 


