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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

 

History: Rechecking: HEAVY BREATHING History: EPISODES OF HEAVY BREATHING HAVE BEEN 

LASTING 30 SECONDS OR SO. YESTERDAY, IT LASTED 15 MINS. AND THERE WAS A SCREECH 

AFTERWARDS. WAS SNEEZING/UPPER AIRWAY CONGESTION WHICH IMPROVED WITH THE 

CLAVAMOX BUT IS STILL BREATHING HEAVY W/A HACKING COUGH AT THE END. ON SIDE NOTE 

AFTER GOING TO LEAD ER 7/2021 NO LONGER BARKS, NO LONGER WAGS TAIL. 

 

Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results: Exam Notes: LIMITED EXAM OF MOUTH BUT SNEEZED WHEN 

TOUCHING UPPER CANINES. CRUSTING AROUND NOSE. H/L WNL Diagnostics & Testing: HWT – 

NEGATIVE 

 

RADIOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE THORAX 

 

Radiographs of the thorax in three imaging planes are provided for review. 

 

RADIOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

 

The surrounding bony structures are within normal limits. 

 

Ventral to the sternum, a fat opaque subcutaneous swelling is visible. 

 

The heart is of normal size and shape, there is no evidence of cardiac chamber or vascular 

enlargement. The pulmonary vasculature is within normal limits. 

 

The cranial mediastinum presents the expected soft tissue opacity. The mediastinal width is less than 

twice the width of the vertebral column at the same level.  

 

The trachea is normal in diameter and presents the anticipated course. The luminal outline of the 

trachea is smooth. 

 

In the lateral projections, level with the 6th rib, a well-defined, roundish, gas opaque lesion demarcated 

by a thin soft tissue opaque rim is visible, measuring approximately 6 mm in size. The lesion is best 

seen in the left lateral projection. 

 

Generalized peribronchial cuffing is present. 

 

The diaphragm is well delineated with even surface and the expected mild cranial bulging of the 

diaphragmatic cupola. 

 

RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

 

• Bronchial lung pattern 

• Bulla, suspect right cranial lung lobe 

• Suspect lipoma ventral thoracic wall 
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INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

The bronchial pattern is suggestvie for bronchitis and both primary inflammatory non-infectious (e.g. 

allergic, eosinophilic) or infectious (e.g. viral, bacterial, parasitic) are considerations. The bulla can be 

a sequela to cough. Bronchoscopy including BAL would be ideal as advanced diagnostic test. 

Theoretically bronchial carcinoma can present with a bronchial pattern as well, but is considered less 

likely here. 

 

 
 

The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 

referring veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not 

visible in the image/video clips provided.  

 

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if 

I can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

Sebastian Schaub, Sebastian Schaub, DVM, Dr. med. vet. DipECVDI  
sebast.schaub@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


