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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

 

History: History (Subjective): brought the dog to stanley park on 3 days prior and she jumped in the 

duckpond, owner wondering if that could be the issue. Did eat a Maxie pad in the past; they try to 

keep everything locked up now. V+ since then, isn't keeping food down, will V+ some time after 

drinking water. Little lethargic but still active. 

 

Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results: Sensitive to Abdominal palpation when she is unaware. 

Nothing significant palpated when able to do so. 

 

RADIOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE ABDOMEN 

 

Radiographs of the abdomen in two imaging planes are provided for review as well as a 

gastrointestinal barium contrast passage. 

 

RADIOGRAPHIC FINDINGS  

 

Abdomen without contrast  

 

The surrounding bony structures are within normal limits. 

 

No abnormalities of the extraabdominal soft tissues are noted. The abdominal wall is smooth and 

thin. 

The serosal detail is maintained throughout the peritoneal and retroperitoneal space. 

 

The liver is appropriate in position, size and presents uniform opacity. 

 

The splenic head is in the anticipated position and within normal limits for size and opacity. The 

splenic body and tail are considered normal for position, size, shape and opacity. 

 

Both kidneys are seen and present with normal size, shape, delineation and opacity. The urinary 

bladder is in its anticipated position. No radiopaque calculi are noted throughout the upper and lower 

urinary tract. 

 

The stomach is in its anticipated position and is empty. 

 

The small intestinal loops are of even diameter and non-dilated, a small amount of gas is seen within 

the small intestinal loops and considered within normal limits. 

 

The colon is seen in the expected position and presents with appropriate content. 

 

Gastrointestinal contrast passage  

 

In the barium contrast passage, major parts of the contrast media are propelled from the stomach 

into the small intestinal tract  within 2 hours which is considered normal. A mild amount of contrast 
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media is retained within the stomach and duodenum. The contrast column throughout the small 

intestinal tract presents with smooth margins and without pathological filling defects. In the last post 

contrast study (time stamp 1:42 PM) a small amount of contrast is retained within some small 

intestinal segments, accentuating the luminal mucosal surface of the collapsed intestinal loops. 

 

RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

 

• Normal abdomen 

• Normal gastrointestinal contrast passage 

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

The current radiographic study, including a barium contrast passage presents without abnormalities. 

There is no evidence of radiopaque foreign material or signs for gastrointestinal mechanical 

obstruction. Consider complementing workup by blood work including cpl to rule out pancreatitis. If 

clinical signs are refractory to therapy, recommend follow up radiographs or a complete abdominal 

ultrasound examination. 

 

 
 

The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 

referring veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding 

pathology that was not visible in the image/video clips provided.   
 

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if 

I can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

 
Sebastian Schaub, Sebastian Schaub, DVM, Dr. med. vet. DipECVDI  
sebast.schaub@gmail.com 
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