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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

 

History:  Thoracic limb lameness, previous elbow arthroscopy. 

 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE SPINE & FRONT LIMBS 

 

A high resolution pre- and post-contrast CT study of the front limbs, caudal cervical & cranial 

thoracic spine is provided for review.  

 

 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

 

The caudoventral part of the transverse process of C6 is separated and partially fused to the right 

transverse process of C7. 

 

The remainder of the osseous and soft tissue structures of the pictured parts of the cervical and 

thoracic spine present no abnormalities. 

 

A persistent left cranial vena cava is appreciated. 

 

The region of the brachial plexus bilaterally is unremarkable. 

 

Both shoulder joints present smooth osseous margins and the surrounding soft tissue structures are 

within normal limits. 

 

The periarticular bones of the left elbow joint present mild osteophyte new bone formation.  The 

medial coronoid process of the left elbow joint has a mild irregular shaped and the craniolateral 

aspect has a decreased density. 

 

The right elbow joint has smooth osseous margins and the density of the medial coronoid process of 

the right elbow joint is homogeneous. 

 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

 

• Coronoid disease left elbow joint 

• Mild degenerative osteoarthrosis left elbow joint 

• Incidental isolated ossification center right transverse process C6, fused to right transverse 

process C7 

• Incidental persistent left cranial vena cava 

• Structural normal shoulder joints 

• Structural normal right elbow joint 

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

The CT study is consistent with pathology of the medial coronoid process of the left elbow joint; the 

hypoattenuating zone of the coronoid process is suggestive for a non-vital cartilage/bone at the same 
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level. If the CT findings are fitting the history and there is a left front limb lameness with pain being 

elicited by pressure on the medial compartment of the elbow joint in the clinical examination, a 

second look to revise the medial coronoid is considered beneficial. 

 

 
 

The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 

referring veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology 

that was not visible in the image/video clips provided.   

 

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 

can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

 

Sebastian Schaub, Sebastian Schaub, DVM, Dr. med. vet. DipECVDI 

sebast.schaub@gmail.com 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


