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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
History: 4y 9m old SF DSH indoor only presents for intermittent coughing for weeks. Sounds wet 
but is non-productive. Past several months pet was producting hairballs frequently, which was 
new for her, now past couple weeks coughs as if she wants to cough up hairball but doesn't. 
Single-pet household. CV/Respiratory: No murmur/arrhythmia or crackles/wheezing 
auscultated. Synchronous pulses, normal rate. Mild increased bronchovesicular sounds. 
 
RADIOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE THORAX 
 
Radiographs of the thorax in two orthogonal imaging planes are provided for review. 
 
RADIOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 
 
The surrounding bony structures are within normal limits. 
 
The extrathoracic soft tissues present homogeneous without abnormalities. 
 
The heart is of normal size and shape, there is no evidence of cardiac chamber or vascular 
enlargement. The pulmonary vasculature is within normal limits. 
 
The trachea is normal in diameter and presents the anticipated course. The luminal outline of the 
trachea is smooth. 
 
The bronchial tree presents with thin walls and tapers uniformly towards the periphery as 
expected. 
 
The lung parenchyma presents the expected architecture and opacity; the intrapulmonary 
vascular branching is seen up to the third order lung vessels. 
 
The diaphragm is well delineated with even surface and the expected mild cranial bulging of the 
diaphragmatic cupola. 
 
RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 
 

• Normal thorax 

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The radiographic study is negative for pathology. However, normal radiographs do not rule out 
possible inflammatory lower airway disease completely. Recommend follow up radiographs if 
clinical signs are refractory to empirical therapy. 
 
TECHNICAL COMMENTS 
 
Human fingers are seen in the primary beam, please consider radiation safety guidelines! 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 
referring veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not 
visible in the image/video clips provided.  
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or 
if I can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

 
Sebastian Schaub, Sebastian Schaub, DVM, Dr. med. vet. DipECVDI 
sebast.schaub@gmail.com 
 

 


