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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

History:        

• Cinder presents for imaging of right forelimb. There is a history of bruising and swelling of the 
limb weeks prior that resolved, but she is still showing lameness and walks with elbow 
abducted. 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHY OF THE SHOULDER AND ELBOW JOINTS 

A high resolution pre- and post-contrast CT study of the shoulder and elbow joints is provided for 
review. 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

The right scapula presents an ill-defined fracture line running from the glenoid cavity proximally along 
the cranial aspect of the scapular spine. Moderate callus formation is seen along the fracture line. At the 
distal aspect of the scapular fracture an isolated triangular shaped osseous fragment of the glenoid 
cavity is seen along with smaller osseous fragments in the fracture gap of the glenoid cavity. The volume 
of the musculature of the right front limb is moderately decreased. 

The left shoulder joint presents smooth margins of the periarticular bones and no abnormalities of the 
surrounding soft tissue structures. 

Both elbow joints present smooth margins of the periarticular bones. The medial coronoid process of 
both elbow joints is well-defined and has a homogeneous density. 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

• Chronic articular longitudinal fracture – running from the glenoid cavity proximally along the 
cranial aspect of the spine of the right scapula – with complex fracture of the glenoid cavity; 
the fracture is in the reparation phase 

• Disuse atrophy musculature right front limb 
• Normal left shoulder joint 
• Normal elbow joint bilaterally 

 
INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

The right scapular fracture is a plausible explanation for the presenting clinical signs, due to the 
chronicity and the fracture being in the reparation phase treatment options are limited to conservative 
management ± physical therapy. If lameness persists, the chances of arthroscopy to check for possible 
loose osseous fragments or shoulder joint arthroplasty may be discussed with orthopedic surgeon. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the referring 
veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not 
visible in the image/video clips provided.   

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

Sebastian Schaub, Sebastian Schaub, DVM, Dr. med. vet. DipECVDI 
info@sonopath.com 

mailto:info@sonopath.com

