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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

 

History: Episodes of pain. For several years, Oliver has been intermittently showing signs of pain 

(restless behavior and yelping), which was treated conservatively. Since December 12, 2021, his 

signs have progressed dramatically and are present every day. Oliver appears to be in pain 

whenever touched, struggles to settle and to sleep at night, and would scream in pain. He would 

spin and look at his back, try to bite himself, and rub his face on the floor. He would scratch his back 

legs, his neck and just in front of his penis. His pain medications do not appear to be making any 

difference. He was treated for folliculitis, but the scratches never stopped 

 

Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results: Abd: soft, reactive when palpated, may be referred back pain 

Sensory/nociception: Tensed when palpated along the cervical and along the thoracic and lumbar 

vertebral column. 

 

MAGNETIC RESONANCE IMAGING OF THE CERIVCAL, THORACIC & LUMBAR SPINE 

 

T2 & T1 (DIXON) pre- and post-gadolinium sequences in multiple imaging planes are provided for 

review. 

 

MAGNETIC RESONANCE IMAGING FINDINGS 

 

The intervertebral disc C2/C3 is mildly protruding into the vertebral canal, distorting the ventral 

epidural space at the same level.  

 

Multiple intervertebral discs along the cervical & cranial thoracic spine present a mild loss of the in 

fluid sensitive sequences hyperintense signal of the nucleus pulposus. 

 

The remainder of the thoracic spine and the entire lumbar spine are within normal limits. 

 

The right epaxial musculature level L4 presents a mild focal hyperintense signal in the fluid sensitive 

sequence. 

 

The pictured parts of the abdomen are within normal limits. 

 

MAGNETIC RESONANCE IMAGING DIAGNOSIS 

 

• Very mild intervertebral disc protrusion C2/C3 without compressive myelopathy 

• Multifocal mild degenerative disc disease along the cervical & thoracic spine 

• Normal abdomen – included parts 

 

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

The MR study of the entire spine and parts of the abdomen present without clinically relevant 

pathology. There is no evidence of relevant IVD protrusion/extrusion, paraspinal inflammatory 
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changes or intramedullary changes of the spinal cord. The included parts of the abdomen are within 

normal limits. If not done so yet, complementing workup by a CSF tap might be beneficial. 
 

 
 

The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 

referring veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding 

pathology that was not visible in the image/video clips provided.   
 

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if 

I can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

 
Sebastian Schaub, Sebastian Schaub, DVM, Dr. med. vet. DipECVDI  
sebast.schaub@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


