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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

 

History: Short Hx since owner found the patient outside her home on Nov. 2021 sneezing, 

coughing, nasal discharge. Treated for URI since then. Recently came in for follow up and check ears 

(scratching on/off). 

Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results: Irritated nose 

 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE SKULL 

 

A high resolution pre- and post-contrast CT study of the skull is provided for review. 

 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

 

The tooth elements 301 and 403 are absent. 

 

The nasal cavity presents mild to moderate destruction of the nasal conchal structures, and the nasal 

mucosal lining is mild to moderately thickened.  In the right frontal sinus, a mild amount of non-

contrast enhancing soft tissue material is attached to the wall. Caudal to the level of the auditory tube, 

a moderate ring like narrowing of the nasopharynx is seen. 

 

Both temporomandibular joints present congruent joint spaces with even subchondral bone surfaces 

and are considered within normal limits. 

 

Both tympanic bullae are filled with fluid attenuating material, post contrast administration, the 

thickening of the epithelial lining of the tympanic bulla is seen. The wall of the tympanic bullae is 

mildly thickened and smooth. In the medial aspect of the external ear canals bi laterally, soft tissue 

attenuating material is visible, with contrast enhancement in the right external ear canal. 

 

The brain presents no deviation from normal anatomy and symmetry. The brain parenchyma is 

homogeneous and within normal limits for attenuation and distribution of contrast enhancement. 

The ventricular system is non-dilated and symmetric. 

 

The submandibular and medial retropharyngeal lymph nodes are small and elongated with a normal 

short-to-long-axis-ratio is < 0.5, the attenuation and contrast enhancement pattern is uniform. 

 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

 

• Potential nasopharyngeal stenosis 

• Bilateral otitis media and externa with possible polyp  

• Moderate conchal destruction with evidence of persistent rhinitis 

• Absent triadan 301 & 403 

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

The nasal changes are compatible with preceding destructive rhinitis, there is evidence of persistent 

mild rhinitis. The nasopharynx is segmentally significantly narrowed, concerning for acquired 
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nasopharyngeal stenosis – which can trigger persistent upper respiratory infection due to altered 

nasal clearance. Recommend retrograde evaluation of the nasopharynx to rule in/out the finding. 

The bilateral otitis media is considered as a sequela to chronic upper respiratory tract infection. 

There is no evidence of nasopharyngeal polyp formation. 

The contrast enhancing material in the medial aspect of the external ear canal can be caused by 

focal epithelial hypertrophy or small polyp level with the tympanic membrane. The findings need to 

be correlated with the findings from otoscopic examination. 

 

 
 

The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 

referring veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding 

pathology that was not visible in the image/video clips provided.   
 

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if 

I can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

Sebastian Schaub, Sebastian Schaub, DVM, Dr. med. vet. DipECVDI  
sebast.schaub@gmail.com 
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