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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
while in a car ride, O braked really hard and pet was unseated and landed between car seats, after 

incident pet became acutely lame. on P.E. LROM coxofemoral joints, intermittent non wt bearing 

right pelvic limb, with thickening of stifle, instability of right stifle too .  

 
RADIOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 
 
Left stifle: 

 

There are moderate degenerative changes of the sesamoid bones recognized. Bony structures 

are unremarkable without signs of a lytic or sclerotic process. Subchondral surfaces are smooth. 

Intraarticular fat body is inconspicuous, there is no evidence of a relevant joint effusion. Patella 

and patellar ligament present as expected. No evidence of a fracture and/or sub-/luxation is 

recognized. Periarticular soft tissues look normal. 

 

Right stifle: 

 

On the left side the infrapatellar fat pad is mildly displaced cranially by an increased soft tissue 

opacity at the level of the joint space. There is smooth new bone at all joint level recognized 

especially at the tip and base of the patella and the fabellae as well as the tibial plateau. The 

patella has a normal position, but the subchondral space between the patellar and the femoral 

condyles appears collapsed. The patellar ligament is thickening and shows a corrugated course. 

No other osseous abnormalities are detected. No evidence of a fracture and/or sub-/luxation is 

recognized. 

 

Tarsal joints look normal, achilles tendons are intact and clearly delimited.  

 

RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 
 

• Moderate arthrosis of the right stifle with suspected lesion of the patellar ligament 

• Mild arthrosis of the left stifle   

 

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
There is no evidence of a fracture and/or sub-/luxation, or a lytic/sclerotic process recognized. 

Radiographic findings must be correlated with the clinical presentation. 

 

The thickened patellar ligament and the undulating course are indirect signs for a lesion of the 

ligament as seen with (partial-) rupture. Severe tendinitis/synovial thickening/hematoma could 

be differentials. The collapsed subchondral retropatellar space again is an indirect sign for 

chondropathy. This may be a chronic and age-related. 

 

The left stifle shows no signs of instability or an active/acute process from a radiographic point of 

view.  
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Lesions of muscles/tendons or inflammatory changes of soft tissues cannot be fully excluded as 

well as lateral compressive lesions of the spinal cord.  
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 
referring veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not 
visible in the image/video clips provided. 
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or 
if I can be of any further assistance, please contact me. 
 
Sebastian Jawinski, German Board Certified Vet Specialist in Diagnostic Imaging 
Sebastian.Jawinski@sonopath.com 

 


