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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
History: Right pelvic limb lameness of 2 years duration. Mild weight bearing. Suspected iliopsoas 
muscle injury but mild radiographic changes in the hocks.  
 
Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results: Iliopsoas pain. No effusion or pain in the hocks evident on 
range of motion. Mild right pelvic limb muscle atrophy. 
 
COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE TARSAL JOINTS/PAWS 
 
Both tarsal joints present marked degenerative changes with formation of osteophytes at all joint 
levels. Changes are more obvious on the left side. The tarso-crural joint is bilaterally incongruent with 
an increased sclerosis of the subchondral tibial bone. On the left there is a tiny mineral-dense 
“fragment” noted in the intraarticular talo-calcaneal space. The periarticular soft tissues are 
significantly swollen with signs of a tarsal bursitis. Additionally moderate exostosis of the hallucis 
longus groove is detected again more obvious on the left side. 
 
COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 
 
• Bilateral and moderate osteoarthrosis tarsal joints, more prominent left  

 
INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The periarticular swelling indicates an active osteoarthritis/synovitis/bursitis. The incongruent joint 
space and the subchondral sclerosis are indirect signs for a tarsal chondropathy and may be residuals 
of a juvenile osteochondrosis. CT findings are consistent with degenerative joint disease and more 
obvious on the left side which could lead to an (chronic) improper load of the right one. Benefit of a 
resection of the detected fragment on the left is questionable since there is already moderate 
osteoarthrosis present.  
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the referring 
veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not visible in the 
image/video clips provided.  
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Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

Sebastian Jawinski, German Board Certified Vet Specialist in Diagnostic Imaging  
info@sonopath.com 

 
 
 

 


