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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
Oral mass caudal roof of mouth 

Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results:        overweight 

 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE HEAD & THORAX  
 
Pre/post contrast studies provided for review. 

 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 
 
Head/neck: 

 

The palatine bone presents a focal lysis in its caudal section with a prominent soft tissue swelling 

that extends caudally into the soft palate with protrusion of tissue to the nasopharyngeal meatus 

and in the oral cavity. The osteolysis is located in the midline and mildly left. The mass measures 

approximately 1.17 cm in height. Margination is poorly defined, cranio-caudal extend cannot be 

determined exactly.  

 

The right retropharyngeal region shows mild enlargement of the lymph nodes. 

The neurocranium shows normal findings. 

 

Bony structures of skull, tympanic bullae and external ear canals are inconspicuous. The adjacent 

temporomandibular joints and the nasopharyngeal meatus have no particular findings.  

 

Frontal sinuses and the orbital contents are laterally symmetrical without evidence of a 

retrobulbar lesion. Nasal cavities are ventilated regularly.  

 

Chest: 

 

The lungs are regularly ventilated with close contact to the inner thoracic wall on all sides. No 

evidence of pleural thickening, fluid accumulation or free pleural gas is noticed.  

 

Pulmonary density is within normal limits, there is no evidence of focal or nodular pulmonary 

lesions. The lung periphery of the right hemithorax presents isolated and small, mineral-dense 

spots as an incidental/age-related finding (pulmonary osteomas).  

 

Mediastinum is regular in width and density. Mediastinal (sternal, tracheal-, bronchial) lymph 

nodes are considered to be normal. Thoracic trachea and esophagus present as expected.  

 
COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 
 

• Focal aggressive lesion in the transition from the hard to the soft palate 

• Mild right-sided retropharyngeal lymphadenomegaly 

• No evidence of pulmonary/mediastinal metastasis 
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INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The soft tissue swelling with the osteolysis of the palatine bone likely represents an aggressive 

lesion as commonly seen with squamous cell carcinoma or malignant melanoma. Other neoplasia 

is possible. Cranial and caudal extend are not clearly defined. A small inflammatory 

lesion/abscess caused by foreign material insult is potentially possible but unlikely.  

 

The right-sided lymphadenomegaly is mild but could be a sign for regional metastatic spread.  

Resection of the mass should include biopsy of the right retropharyngeal lymph nodes. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 
referring veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not 
visible in the image/video clips provided. 
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or 
if I can be of any further assistance, please contact me. 
 
Sebastian Jawinski, German Board Certified Vet Specialist in Diagnostic Imaging 
Sebastian.Jawinski@sonopath.com 

 


