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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
Previously amputated Right thoracic limb. CT to evaluate new growth on axilla and staging.  

 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE THORAX  
 
Pre/post contrast studies provided for review. 
 
COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 
 
There is a cutaneous soft tissue mass on the right noted, located in the axillar area extending from 

the subcutaneous region to the subcutaneous muscles and the deeper fascia measuring 

approximately 3.5 cm. The periphery presents multiple small and round nodules reaching the 

surface of the proximal third of the 2nd and 3rd rib. Additional to that the surrounding fat tissue is 

mildly fuzzy and shows increased density. Margins to the ribs are respected with smooth bony 

surfaces. 

 

The cranial mediastinum reveals a granular-like increase of density. The sternal and all other 

mediastinal lymph nodes are considered as normal. 

 

The lungs are regularly ventilated with close contact to the inner thoracic wall on all sides. No 

evidence of pleural thickening, fluid accumulation or free pleural gas is noticed. There is no 

evidence of focal or nodular pulmonary lesions. 

 

Thoracic trachea and esophagus present as expected. Diaphragm is normal.  

 
COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 
 

• Neoplasia of the right axillar region 

• Nor signs of pulmonary metastasis 

• Mild reactive cranial mediastinum  

 
INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The mass detected in the axillar region shows signs of a local invasive/aggressive behavior. The 

indistinct fat tissue, the small surrounding nodules and the mass crossing the subcutaneous and 

fascial borders would go along with that. With subject to the histopathology resection of the 2nd 

and 3rd rib should be considered. The mildly increased density of the cranial mediastinum may be 

inflammatory/reactive, which I would favor from a CT perspective. However, infiltration cannot 

be fully excluded. Sampling of this area is difficult. Currently there is no overt evidence of distant 

metastatic spread. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 
referring veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not 
visible in the image/video clips provided. 
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or 
if I can be of any further assistance, please contact me. 
 
Sebastian Jawinski, German Board Certified Vet Specialist in Diagnostic Imaging 
Sebastian.Jawinski@sonopath.com 

 


