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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
Intermittent trouble rising from a laying position for the past month. Left rear leg injury sustained 

as a puppy - leg was stuck in a bed frame and he was significantly lame for several weeks. 

 
RADIOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 
 
Pelvis/coxofemoral joints: 

 

The bony structures of the pelvis and the sacroiliac joints are unremarkable. There is no evidence 

of a lytic process noted.  

 

Coxofemoral joints are inconspicuous. There is no relevant formation of osteophytes recognized. 

Femoral head/neck formations are unremarkable with a congruent joint space. There are no signs 

of a lytic or sclerotic process. There is no evidence of a fracture or subluxation. Musculature of 

the left thigh presents small gas pockets. 

 

Stifles: 

 

Both stifles present regular findings without relevant formation of osteophytes. Bony structures 

are unremarkable without signs of a lytic or sclerotic process. Subchondral surfaces are smooth. 

Intraarticular fat body is inconspicuous, there is no evidence of a relevant joint effusion. Patella 

and patellar ligament present as expected. No evidence of a fracture and/or sub-/luxation is 

recognized. Sesamoid bones are bilaterally unremarkable. Periarticular soft tissues look normal. 

The middle section of the right tibia shows a small/focal increase of the medullary bone density.  

 

RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 
 

• Questionable gas pockets left musculature of the thigh 

• Focal increase of the medullary bone right tibia 

 

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
Radiographic findings of the right tibia may be incidental and could represent a residual 

inflammatory process as seen with panosteitis/osteomyelitis. Common differentials are 

hematogenous infectious disease and bone infarcts after trauma. This finding must be correlated 

with the clinical presentation (local pain?).  

 

The small gas pockets may represent an artificial finding due to superimposition and/or 

intramuscular injection. Abscess formation is unlikely and should reveal swelling/local pain of the 

left thigh.  

 

Lesions of muscles/tendons/ligaments or inflammatory changes of the soft tissues cannot be fully 

excluded.  
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 
referring veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not 
visible in the image/video clips provided. 
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or 
if I can be of any further assistance, please contact me. 
 
Sebastian Jawinski, German Board Certified Vet Specialist in Diagnostic Imaging 
Sebastian.Jawinski@sonopath.com 

 


