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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
Globulins again are minimally elevated. Bile acids are alarmingly high. Recommended CT scan  

Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results:        Bile acids high, Ca and Na High, Na/K 25, Glob 4.2, 

Lymphpocytes slightly elevated. 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHY OF THE ABDOMEN 

Pre/post contrast studies provided for review. 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

The liver is subjectively reduced in size (see empty renal recess on the right) with a marked subcapsular 

enhancement in the arterial contrast phase of the left medial and lateral liver lobes. The liver surface is 

smooth, there are normal findings in terms of shape and contrast behavior apart from that. 

Nodular/focal lesions are not detected. The gallbladder is highly filled (pre-prandial) but inconspicuous 

without evidence of cholestasis. The common bile duct is considered to be normal. 

 

The pancreas presents normal size and shape with a smooth surface. The peripancreatic fat tissue and 

omentum are inconspicuous.  

 

The spleen shows normal findings in terms of size, surface, shape and contrast behavior. 

 

Unremarkable presentation of the bilaterally symmetrical kidneys. Adrenal glands are in normal limits.  

 

As far as can be assessed, the stomach and all parts of intestine are regularly presented without any 

indication of a wall thickening or a mass. Ureters, urinary bladder, trigonum and urethra are presented 

as expected. There is no evidence of cystic calculi. 

 

Abdominal lymph nodes and abdominal vessels have no particular findings. Signs of 

peritoneal/retroperitoneal effusion or free gas are not recognized.  

 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

• Reduced liver size with a questionable increased subcapsular enhancement on the left  

 
INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

The CT findings of the liver are unspecific. Diffuse liver disease is likely going along with a reduced liver 

size. Differentials include but are not limited to (chronic) inflammatory/infectious liver disease, 

infiltrative neoplasia (such as lymphoma) and early state cirrhosis. Biopsy/FNA and 

histopathology/cytology are needed for further evaluation.  

A variety of pathologic conditions and pseudo lesions occur at the capsular and subcapsular regions of 

the liver. These entities are commonly related to anatomic and hemodynamic characteristics of the 

liver such as negative subdiaphragmatic pressure, connection with other viscera and extraperitoneal 
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sites by the perihepatic ligaments, and a “third inflow” of blood from sources other than the usual 

hepatic arterial and portal venous sources. I would favor one of these (“artificial”) issues 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the referring 
veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not 
visible in the image/video clips provided.   
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance, please contact me. 
 
Sebastian Jawinski, German Board Certified Vet Specialist in Diagnostic Imaging 
info@sonopath.com  
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