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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 

1 week history of progressive neurologic changes. Seen by 2 other clinic in this time frame. Prescribed 

Clindamycin with no improvement. Pet presents recumbent, neurologically inappropriate, tetraparesis , 

ptyalism, vocal. Pet was euthanized and sent for rabies testing  

 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHY OF THE HEAD, NECK, THORAX & ABDOMEN 

Postmortem CT study provided for review. 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

The bony structures show age-appropriate, juvenile findings.  

 

Head: 

 

Bony structures of the skull and the skull foramina of the cranial nerves are laterally symmetrical and 

inconspicuous. Both tympanic bullae are completely ventilated with a regular tympanic bulla wall.  

External ear canals are ventilated in all sections, walls of the external ear canals, the adjacent 

temporomandibular joints and the nasopharyngeal meatus have no particular findings.  

 

Frontal sinuses and the orbital contents are laterally symmetrical without evidence of a retrobulbar 

lesion. Nasal cavities are ventilated regularly. Conches look normal as well as the deciduous 

maxillary/mandibular teeth. 

 

Spine: 

 

The spine shows a harmonic course with inconspicuous vertebral bodies. Bone density is within normal 

limits. There are no signs of a lytic or sclerotic process noted. The atlanto-occipital and- axial transition 

are unremarkable as well as the thoracolumbar and lumbosacral transition. There is no evidence of a 

fracture or subluxation. The intervertebral discs spaces are of even diameter and inconspicuous. As far 

as can be assessed a compressive lesion is not recognized. 

 

Chest: 

 

The lungs show post mortal consolidation/atelectasis of the lungs. These have close contact to the 

inner thoracic wall on all sides. There is no evidence of pleural thickening, fluid accumulation or free 

pleural gas. The thoracic trachea and esophagus present as expected.  

 

The diaphragm appears normal. The extra-thoracic soft tissues, ribs and sternum are unremarkable. 

There is no evidence of bony lysis or abnormal sclerosis. 

 

Abdomen: 

 

The abdominal organs appear normal as far as can be assessed. Abdominal lymph nodes have no 

particular findings. Signs of peritoneal/retroperitoneal effusion or free gas are not recognized.  
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COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

• Normal (post mortal) findings of the head, spine and thorax/abdomen 

 
INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

Congenital defects, intra-axial lesions such as infarcts, edema or low-grade neoplasia are difficult to 

recognize in CT and cannot not be ruled out. Bony structures appear regular. Inflammatory issues 

within the central nervous system are potentially possible.   
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the referring 
veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not 
visible in the image/video clips provided.   
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance, please contact me. 
 
Sebastian Jawinski, German Board Certified Vet Specialist in Diagnostic Imaging 
info@sonopath.com  
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