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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
Distended Abdomen (Enlarged Liver), Last 3 BW have had increased liver enzymes, excessive panting, 

increased thirst. 05/27/2022- Physical Exam : GI Tract/ Abdominal : Distended and moderately firm 

abdomen, hepatomegaly palpated. Mouth/teeth: small gingival tumor between 108 and 109. BW: ALP 

and ALT elevated, LDDST: WNL, Low concentration of urine.  

Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results:        ALP and ALT are moderate to severely elevated. LDDST: 

WNL's Low concentration of urine.  

 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHY OF THE ABDOMEN 

Pre/post contrast studies provided for review. 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

The liver shows moderately rounded margins. There are normal findings in terms of surface, shape and 

contrast behavior. Signs of nodular/focal lesions are missing. In the central liver, left to the gallbladder 

a ring-shaped structure with metal density of 8.4 mm is detected. The direct periphery is inconspicuous.  

 

The gallbladder is inconspicuous without evidence of cholestasis. The common bile duct is considered 

to be normal. 

 

The pancreas presents normal size and shape with a mildly irregular outline recognized in the duodenal 

part.  

 

The spleen is enlarged but has a normal surface, shape and contrast behavior. Cranial and dorsal to the 

spleen a spleen-like nodule of 8.6 mm is seen (non-relevant finding). The peripheral fat tissue is 

unremarkable. 

 

Unremarkable presentation of the bilaterally symmetrical kidneys. 

 

The adrenal glands are in normal limits.  

 

As far as can be assessed, the stomach and all parts of intestine are regularly presented without any 

indication of a wall thickening or a mass. There are no signs of an obstructive or functional ileus. 

 

Ureters, urinary bladder, trigonum and urethra are presented as expected. There is no evidence of 

cystic calculi. 

 

Abdominal lymph nodes and abdominal vessels have no particular findings. Signs of 

peritoneal/retroperitoneal effusion or free gas are not recognized. Marked fat storage is recognized 

with large lipoma-like areas (subcutaneous, abdominal, retroperitoneal). 
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COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

• Moderate hepatomegaly 

• Questionable, ring-shaped foreign material central liver 8.4 mm 

• Mild and unspecific splenomegaly 

• Mildly irregular surface of the right pancreas 

• Obesity 

• Normal findings of the abdomen apart from that 

 
INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

The hepatomegaly is an unspecific finding and commonly seen with chronic hepatic disease such as 

lipidosis and/or chronic hepatitis. Neoplasia is not suspected although diffuse neoplastic infiltration 

cannot be fully excluded. FNA/biopsy would be needed for further evaluation.  

 

The foreign material shows no reactive signs, its clinical relevance therefore is questionable (former 

vessel surgery, foreign body, artificial?). A complementary abdominal ultrasound, especially of the liver, 

could be performed next. 

 

The irregular surface of the right pancreas could be due to motion artifacts. Mild and local pancreatitis 

is a potential differential diagnosis.  

 

Mild splenomegaly is an unspecific finding and commonly triggered by anesthesia. 

 

The current CT does not show obvious evidence of a severe inflammatory or neoplastic process. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the referring 
veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not 
visible in the image/video clips provided.   
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance, please contact me. 
 
Sebastian Jawinski, German Board Certified Vet Specialist in Diagnostic Imaging 
Sebastian.Jawinski@sonopath.com 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


