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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
Pet initially presented for "drop tail" which has resolved with anti-inflammatories and rest. PE 

revealed enlarged prostate and confirmed on survey RADs with RAD Consult. Urinating normally.  

 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHY OF THE THORACIC AND LUMBAR SPINE, THORAX, & ABDOMEN 

Pre/post contrast studies provided for review. 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

Spine: 

 

Presented bony structures of the spine are unremarkable with an inconspicuous harmonic 

thoracolumbar- and lumbosacral transition. Vertebral bodies are of regular density without signs of a 

lytic or sclerotic process. There is no evidence of a fracture and/or sub/-luxation. At the level of L7/S1 

a subtle, broad-based, left pronounced disc protrusion is recognized. A deviation or even compression 

of the cauda fibers is not noted. Paravertebral soft tissues are bilaterally symmetrical, especially the 

course of the femoral and sciatic nerves is inconspicuous as far as displayed. 

 

The coxofemoral joints present bilateral mild formation of osteophytes. 

 

Chest: 

 

The lungs are regularly ventilated with close contact to the inner thoracic wall on all sides. There is no 

evidence of pleural thickening, fluid accumulation or free pleural gas. Pulmonary density is within 

normal limits, there is no evidence of focal or nodular pulmonary lesions. 

 

The mediastinum is regular in width and density. Mediastinal (sternal, tracheal-, bronchial) lymph nodes 

are considered to be normal. The thoracic trachea and esophagus present as expected. The diaphragm 

appears normal.  

 

Abdomen: 

 

The liver shows normal findings in terms of size, surface, shape and contrast behavior. The gallbladder 

is inconspicuous without evidence of cholestasis. The pancreas presents normal size and shape with a 

smooth surface. The peripancreatic fat tissue and omentum are inconspicuous.  

 

The spleen shows normal findings in terms of size, surface, shape and contrast behavior. 

 

Unremarkable presentation of the bilaterally symmetrical kidneys.  

 

Adrenal glands are in normal limits. 

  

As far as can be assessed, the stomach and all parts of intestine are regularly presented without any 

indication of a wall thickening or a mass. 
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Ureters, urinary bladder, trigonum and urethra are presented as expected. There is no evidence of 

cystic calculi. The prostate appears mildly bi-lobulated and shows diameters of 2.97 cm length, 2.03 cm 

width and 1.42 cm height. There is a normal periphery noted. Images post contrast present normal 

findings.  

 

Abdominal lymph nodes and abdominal vessels have no particular findings. Signs of 

peritoneal/retroperitoneal effusion or free gas are not recognized.  

 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

• Mild, bilateral coxarthrosis 

• Subtle, symmetric enlargement of the prostate 

• Subtle disc protrusion L7/S1 without compressive signs 

• Normal findings of the spine, thorax and the abdomen apart from that 

 
INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

The CT findings must be correlated with the clinical symptoms. Prostate measurements are still within 

normal limits from a CT perspective. Signs of a florid inflammatory or even neoplastic process are 

missing. Findings of the coxofemoral joint are consistent with mild degenerative joint disease. The 

clinical relevance of the disc protrusion at L7/S1 is questionable. I do not suspect a relevant static or 

dynamic compression of the equine cauda. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the referring 
veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not 
visible in the image/video clips provided.   
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance, please contact me. 
 
Sebastian Jawinski, German Board Certified Vet Specialist in Diagnostic Imaging 
Sebastian.Jawinski@sonopath.com 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


