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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
Presented as a referral: O first noted P C+ 7/2021 4/2022 P presented to primary DVM for noisy 

breathing and ADR, DVM noted Chest auscultation and rates WNL. Makes snorting sounds when 

throat palpated. No cough on tracheal palpation. Since then O notes that P is having C+ fits more 

often and noisy breathing. P was prescribed prednisolone, hydroxyzine 

 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHY OF THE HEAD 

Pre-contrast study provided for review. 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

The neurocranium shows normal findings as far as can be assessed. 

 

Bony structures of skull and the skull foramina of the cranial nerves are laterally symmetrical and 

inconspicuous.  

 

Both tympanic bullae are completely ventilated with a regular tympanic bulla wall. The tympanic 

membrane appears intact. External ear canals are ventilated in all sections with inconspicuous 

walls. 

 

The adjacent parts of the petrosal bone, the temporomandibular joints and the nasopharyngeal 

meatus including the soft palate have no particular findings.  

 

Frontal sinuses and the orbital contents are laterally symmetrical without evidence of a 

retrobulbar lesion. Nasal cavities are ventilated regularly with mild swelling of the mucous 

membranes. The conches look normal. 

 

The 103 and 108 present significant periapical lysis of the alveolar bone. 

 

The laryngeal structures are subjectively mildly swollen. Soft tissues of the head and neck appear 

symmetrical apart from that. 

 

The cervical part of the esophagus is distended and air-filled.  

 
COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

• Periapical root abscess 103 and 108 

• Mild swelling nasal mucous membranes and laryngeal soft tissues 

• Esophageal distension 

 
INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

CT findings must be correlated with the clinical presentation and show no signs of a neoplastic or 

severe inflammatory process. Dynamic/functional obstruction of the nasal exit/nasopharyngeal 

meatus or larynx cannot be fully excluded. The distension of the esophagus can be an indirect sign 
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for aerophagia caused by laryngeal dysfunction. Extraction of 103 and 108 is indicated from a CT 

perspective. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 
referring veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology 
that was not visible in the image/video clips provided.   
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or 
if I can be of any further assistance, please contact me. 
 
Sebastian Jawinski, German Board Certified Vet Specialist in Diagnostic Imaging 
Sebastian.Jawinski@sonopath.com 

 


