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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 

Occult LFL lameness 

 

RADIOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

Left shoulder: 

 

The left proximal third of the humerus impresses with an expansile, osteolytic mass with a “soap 

bubble” appearance with estimated diameters of 4.2 x 2.8 cm. There is a well-defined transition to 

normal bone. The mass occupies the complete epiphysis and at least the metaphyseal bone. Osteolysis 

of the cortical borders is not recognized although a thinned/outward displaced appearance of the latter 

is recognized. 

 

Paws/carpal- and elbow joints, right shoulder: 

 

The bony structures look normal with well-defined bone surfaces and without signs of a fracture, sub-

/luxation or an osteolytic/sclerotic process. The periarticular soft tissues are in expected normal limits. 

 

RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

• Suspected non-aggressive, expansile, osteolytic and monostotic lesion left proximal humerus. 

 

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

The detected lesion of the left proximal humerus is likely causing the reported clinical symptoms. 

Although shape, size and the lytic appearance are impressive, this still could be a benign, non-

aggressive lesion. Common differentials include nonaggressive neoplasia such as giant cell tumor, 

aneurysmal bone cyst and fibro-osseous dysplasia. An inflammatory lesion or aggressive neoplasia are 

unlikely. Biopsy is needed for final assessment. Pathological fracture can occur even in benign lesions. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the referring 
veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not 
visible in the image/video clips provided.   
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance, please contact me. 
 
Sebastian Jawinski, German Board Certified Vet Specialist in Diagnostic Imaging 
info@sonopath.com  
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