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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 

 P presents for limping on RHL since February, progressively getting worse. History of cruciate surgery 
on LHL in September of last year. Mild positive drawer sign on RHL.  
 
RADIOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

Pelvis/coxofemoral joints: 

The bony structures of the pelvis and the sacroiliac joints are unremarkable. There is no evidence of a 

lytic process noted.  

The coxofemoral joints reveal subtle remodeling of the femoral head/neck and at the level of the 

cranial and lateral joint space/acetabular rim. There are no signs of a lytic process. There is no evidence 

of a fracture or subluxation.  

Stifles: 

History of left stifle surgery after CCL rupture with severe osteoarthrosis and cranial subluxation of 

the tibia.  There is an increased soft tissue opacity at the level of the joint space recognized with a 

metallic implant superimposing with the cranial joint space. 

 

On the right side the infrapatellar fat pad is moderately displaced cranially by an increased soft tissue 

opacity at the level of the joint space. There is moderate amount of smooth new bone at all joint levels 

recognized including the tip and base of the patella, the femoral condyles and the fabellae as well as the 

tibial plateau. The patella has a normal position. No other osseous abnormalities are detected. 

 

RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

• Subtle bilateral degenerative changes of the coxofemoral joints 

• Severe osteoarthrosis of the left stifle with suspected cranial subluxation of the tibia and  

chronic synovial thickening 

• Moderate osteoarthrosis of the right stifle with suspected moderate joint effusion 

 

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

Beside the degenerative new bone formations of the right stifle presenting chronic and moderate 

osteoarthrosis, the suspected joint effusion would match with an intraarticular lesion as seen with a 

partial tear/complete rupture of the cranial crucial ligament. A marked displacement of the tibia is not 

recognized. Other soft tissue injuries (menisci, other ligaments, etc.) cannot be fully excluded. Findings 

must be correlated with the clinical presentation. Arthritis/synovitis are potential differentials.  

Findings of the left stifle are likely chronic and represent severe osteoarthrosis and chronic synovial 

thickening.  

The described degenerative changes of the hip joints are subtle and probably have no clinical relevance.  
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the referring 
veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not 
visible in the image/video clips provided.   
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance, please contact me. 
 
Sebastian Jawinski, German Board Certified Vet Specialist in Diagnostic Imaging 
Sebastian.Jawinski@sonopath.com 
 


