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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 

Teddy was presented for evaluation of a RPL lameness. O reports that P had more than one trauma 
over the weekend. P fell off a 3.5 to 4 foot high rolling cart on Friday day. P also climbed over the metal 
puppy pen gate while the O was not home. O noted the lameness this evening.  
Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results:        Toe touching lameness along the RPL. Difficult to isolate the 
pain along the RPL.  
 
RADIOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

The radiographs show age-appropriate bony structures. 

Pelvis/coxofemoral joints: 

The bony structures of the pelvis, the sacroiliac and coxofemoral joints are unremarkable. There is no 

evidence of a fracture, luxation or lytic process noted.  

Stifles: 

In comparison of both sides’ mild incongruity of the distal femoral epiphysis is recognized on the right 

combined with alternations of the medullary bone density. Relevant dislocation is not noted. Both 

stifles present regular findings apart from that.  

 

Bony structures are unremarkable without signs of a lytic or sclerotic process. Subchondral surfaces 

are smooth. Periarticular soft tissues look normal.  

 

Displayed parts of the paws, meta-/tarsal bones and tarsal joints are inconspicuous.  

 

RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

• Suspected lesion of the right distal femoral epiphysis  

 

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

Radiographic findings show no relevant displacement or angulation in the area of the right distal femur. 

The subtle incongruity/widening of the epiphyseal line and the medullary irregularities would go along 

with the assumption of an epiphyseal lesion with involvement of the metaphysis (Salter-Harris Type 

I/II).  

 

There is no compelling indication for surgery from a radiographic perspective. This must be correlated 

with the clinical presentation. Follow up radiographs in 10 days, pain therapy and restriction of activity 

are recommended. 

 

Lesions of muscles/tendons or inflammatory changes of soft tissues cannot be fully excluded.   
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the referring 
veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not 
visible in the image/video clips provided.   
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance, please contact me. 
 
Sebastian Jawinski, German Board Certified Vet Specialist in Diagnostic Imaging 
Sebastian.Jawinski@sonopath.com 
 


