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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 

PUPD and polyphagia for close to 12 months Poor coat condition USG 1.015, 3+ protein, concerned RE 
cushings ? GIT/Pancreas/liver issues 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHY OF THE ABDOMEN 

Pre/post contrast studies provided for review. 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

The displayed spine presents moderate degenerative changes with multiple calcified nuclei and a 

moderate, broad-based medial to right- and left-lateral disc protrusion with dorsal elevation of the 

cauda fibers. The latter are still delimited with surrounding, residual fat tissue. Another mild protrusion 

is noted at Th11/12 without compelling signs of a spinal cord compression. The L1 is an asymmetric 

transitional vertebral body with a unilateral rib on the left side. 

 

Abdomen: 

 

The liver shows normal findings in terms of size, surface, shape and contrast behavior. The gallbladder 

is inconspicuous without evidence of cholestasis. The common bile duct appears normal.  

 

The pancreas presents normal size and shape with a smooth surface. The peripancreatic fat tissue and 

omentum are inconspicuous.  

 

The spleen shows moderate enlargement but is normal in terms of surface, shape and contrast 

behavior.  

 

Mild swelling of the splenic, portal and mesenteric lymph nodes is recognized. These present a normal 

shape and contrast uptake.  

 

Unremarkable presentation of the bilaterally symmetrical kidneys.  

 

The adrenal glands are in normal limits.  

 

As far as can be assessed, the stomach and all parts of intestines appear regularly without any 

indication of a wall thickening or a mass. There are no signs of an obstructive or functional ileus. 

 

Ureters, urinary bladder, trigonum and urethra are presented as expected. There is no evidence of 

cystic calculi. The prostate is small and inconspicuous. 

 

The abdominal vessels have no particular findings. Signs of peritoneal/retroperitoneal effusion or free 

gas are not recognized.  
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COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

• Mild enlargement of the splenic, portal and mesenteric lymph nodes 

• Moderate, unspecific splenomegaly 

• Disc protrusion L7/S1 and Th11/12 (s. above) 

 
INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

Findings of the abdominal lymph nodes and the spleen are unspecific and could represent mild reactive 

lymphadenitis and splenitis. These could be secondary and due to mild inflammation, infection or 

immune stimulation.  

 

Final assessment is a matter of the temporary course (follow-up in 6 weeks) and/or ultrasound guided 

FNA (liver, spleen, lymph nodes).  

 

Especially the stomach and small intestine including the pancreas and gallbladder represent normal 

findings. Normal CT appearance does not exclude functional problems/chronic inflammation for 

example going along with IBD. 

Assessment of the adrenal function if necessary, needs to be completed by further tests (for example 

LDDS, HDDS, ACTH stimulation, urine cortisol-creatinine ratio, blood pressure for hypertension and 

urine analysis). Cushing still can be a differential diagnosis. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the referring 
veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not 
visible in the image/video clips provided.   
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance, please contact me. 
 
Sebastian Jawinski, German Board Certified Vet Specialist in Diagnostic Imaging 
Sebastian.Jawinski@sonopath.com 

 


