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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

Intermittent Lameness over the last couple of weeks in both front limbs 
No noticeable improvement while on Gabapentin and Carprofen 
Has a click in his jaw, it was witness by technician at the time of intubation when his mouth was 
opened for the tracheal tube placement 
 
COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHY OF THE HEAD, SHOULDERS, & ELBOWS 

Pre/post contrast studies are provided for review. 
 
COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 
 
Head 

The head shows a breed expected brachycephalic formation with severe hyperostosis of the skull and 
tympanic bulla walls, severe thickening of the soft palate and mild degenerative changes of the cervical 
spine.  

There is transverse narrowing of the spinal canal noted at multiple levels. A focal compression of the 
spinal cord is not detected. 

Shoulders 

The shoulder musculature is symmetric and inconspicuous without signs of unilateral atrophy. Both 
shoulder joints present mild degenerative changes with a small, mineralized chip on the left side next to 
the supraglenoid tubercle. 

Elbows 

Both elbow joints appear dysplastic with an increased density of the medial coronoid process, which 
appears bilaterally deformed. A relevant fissure or fracture are not noted. The periarticular soft tissues 
are, as far as can be assessed, inconspicuous. 

The long bones of the forelimbs are unremarkable. Signs of a fracture or subluxation are not noted.  

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

• Lateral narrowing of the spinal canal at multiple levels 
• Bilateral lesion of the medial coronoid process 
• Mineralized chip left supraglenoid tubercle 

 
INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

Both elbow joints appear deformed and are consistent with chondrodysplastic findings and canine elbow 
dysplasia. A relevant fissure line or fragmentation of the medial coronoid process are not noted. 
Additional inflammatory changes of the periarticular soft tissues are not fully excluded (for example 
insertion enthesopathy flexor medial epicondyle). 
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The small chip next to the left supraglenoid tubercle could represent an avulsion fragment, migrating 
chip and/or metaplastic calcification within the bicipital tendon sheath. An additional ultrasound 
examination of the left shoulder could be performed next.  

The narrowed spinal canal could lead to symptoms of cervical spondylomyelopathy. A focal compression 
of the spinal cord is not detected. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the referr ing 
veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that  was not 
vis ible in the image/video clips  provided.    

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance, please contact me. 

Sebast ian Jawinski, German Board Cert if ied Vet Specia list  in Diagnost ic Imaging  
info@sonopath.com 
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