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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

History: Patient injured self on 4/2/26 while playing with housemate, patient would not walk, move, 
eat, go upstairs to bed that night. owner did give 15lb dose of metacam last but said it didn't help. 
Patient presented today twitchy, ataxic and hypersensitive all over. Owner states patient cries when 
picked up or touched in neck area. Looking for potential brain tumor/lesion or spinal injury. 

Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results: Lipase elevated at 2393, 4DX negative X 4, all other bloodwork 
normal, Patient presented today twitchy, ataxic and hypersensitive all over. 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE HEAD, SPINE, PELVIS 

The bony structures of the skull are inconspicuous. Signs of an aggressive lesion are not noted. The soft 
tissues of the head and neck show normal findings. There is no evidence of a mass effect or pathologic 
enhancement presenting a regular neurocranium.  
 
The presented spine shows a harmonic course with inconspicuous vertebral bodies. Bone density is 
within normal limits. There are no signs of a lytic or sclerotic process noted. The atlanto-occipital and- 
axial transition are unremarkable as well as the thoracolumbar and lumbosacral transition. There is no 
evidence of a fracture or subluxation. There is a subtle protrusion of the intervertebral disc C2-3 noted, 
having ventral contact to the spinal cord without signs of relevant compression. The intervertebral discs 
spaces are of even diameter and inconspicuous. As far as can be assessed a compressive lesion is not 
recognized. 
 
The paravertebral soft tissues are bilaterally symmetrical, especially the course of the femoral and sciatic 
nerves is inconspicuous. Unilateral atrophy of the paraspinal and/or pelvic musculature is not noted. 
 
The bony structures of the pelvis and the sacroiliac joints are unremarkable. There is no evidence of a 
lytic process noted. The coxofemoral joints are inconspicuous. There is no relevant formation of 
osteophytes recognized. The femoral head/neck formations are unremarkable with a congruent joint 
space. 
 
COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

• Subtle protrusion C2-3 without signs of spinal cord compression 
• Normal findings head, spine and pelvis 

 
INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

The CT does not explain the reported patient's history and symptoms. There are no signs of an active 
inflammatory or neoplastic process noted. Relevant compression of the spinal cord is not recognized. 
Intramedullary and intraaxial lesions as seen with edematous changes (for example FCE/HNPE lesions), 
inflammation, low-grade neoplasia and instabilities cannot be fully excluded. 
 
The subtle protrusion at the level of C2-3 potentially could cause a higher grade of compression under 
dynamic conditions. An indication for surgery is not given with that. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 

referring veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology 

that was not visible in the image/video clips provided.   

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 

can be of any further assistance, please contact me. 

Sebastian Jawinski, German Board Certified Vet Specialist in Diagnostic Imaging 

info@sonopath.com 

mailto:info@sonopath.com

