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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

• History of Transitional Cell Carcinoma 
• Patient vomitted for 2 days last week. Resolved on its own. But coughing since. Concerned 

about possible aspiration pneumonia vs cardiogenic cough 
• Patient has a grade 2/6 heart murmur 

 
Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results:        Clear lung sounds, heart murmur 2/6, BUN (29), 
Cholesterol (329). Everything else WNL 
 
RADIOGRAPH OF THE THORAX 

Right/left lateral and ventrodorsal views provided for review. 

RADIOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

The surrounding bony structures are within normal limits. The extra-thoracic soft tissues are 
homogenous without abnormalities. 
 
The cardiac silhouette is clearly defined and shows a normal size with a vertebral heart score of 9,5. 
Specific chamber or atrial enlargement is not noted. The trachea shows a regular course and diameter; 
the main stem bronchi appear inconspicuous. The pulmonary vessels are normal in size and taper 
appropriately in the periphery. The pulmonary structures are regularly ventilated without evidence of 
focal/nodular lesions. Subtle increase of the interstitial density is noted (age-appropriate). 
 
The mediastinum presents expected soft tissue density, there is no evidence of tracheobronchial, cranial 
mediastinal or sternal lymphadenopathy. No mediastinal shift is seen.  
 
The esophagus is not visible and considered to be normal.  
 
The diaphragm is unremarkable; there are no signs of pleural effusion. 
 
RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

• Normal heart size and pulmonary/mediastinal structures. 
 
INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

The images do not show relevant signs of an inflammatory or even neoplastic process as seen with 
aspiration pneumonia and/or megaesophagus. The heart is normal in size and shape and clearly defined. 
With that, a relevant congestive issue is very unlikely. Compression of the trachea or mainstem bronchi 
is not detected. 

These findings do not exclude inflammatory changes within the airways. These are still potential 
differentials. If conservative therapy is not sufficient, endoscopy and sampling could be performed next. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the referr ing 
veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that  was not 
vis ible in the image/video clips  provided.    

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance, please contact me. 

Sebast ian Jawinski, German Board Cert if ied Vet Specia list  in Diagnost ic Imaging  
info@sonopath.com 

mailto:info@sonopath.com

