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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

• Hx of paraparesis 
• Got better with steroid 
• Negative for saddle thrombosis 
• Patient ambulatory both hind legs 
• Hard to assess due to patient behavior 
• Bilateral MPL 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHY OF THE  

Spine, CT-myelogram; pelvis and stifles 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

There is a shortened vertebral body noted, defined as L1. Relevant degenerative findings or periosteal 
reactions are not recognized at this level. With that, 8 lumbar vertebral bodies are present. The 
presented spine shows a harmonic course with inconspicuous vertebral bodies. Bone density is within 
normal limits. There are no signs of a lytic or sclerotic process noted. The thoracolumbar and lumbosacral 
transition are inconspicuous. There is no evidence of a fracture or subluxation. The intervertebral discs 
spaces are of even diameter and inconspicuous. As far as can be assessed, a compressive lesion is not 
recognized. 
 
In the course of the right sciatic nerve and sacral plexus, at least two nodular lesions of 4 mm are noted.  
 
Unilateral atrophy of the pelvic and thigh musculature on the right is detected showing a medial luxation 
of the patella.  
 
Both coxofemoral joints and stifles present mild osteoarthritic changes. 
 
The distal parts of the hind limbs are inconspicuous. 
 
COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

• Significant unilateral atrophy right pelvic and thigh musculature 
• Suspected nodular lesions right sacral plexus and sciatic nerve 
• Normal findings of the spine 

 
Incidental findings: 
 

• Atonic anal sphincter 
• Highly filled urinary bladder 
• Mild degenerative joint disease coxofemoral joints and stifles 
• Medial patellar luxation right stifle 
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INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

The CT findings of the sciatic nerve and the sacral plexus would explain the unilateral atrophy noted in 
the pelvic and thigh musculature on the right side. Differentials include but are not limited to peripheral 
nerve sheath tumors and lymphoma. The highly filled urinary bladder and the atonic anal sphincter the 
assumption of a neurologic issue. The degenerative changes of the coxofemoral joints and both stifles 
are chronic findings and do not match with an acute onset and the muscle atrophy described above. 
 
In addition, intramedullary lesions as seen with inflammatory processes and neoplasia are difficult to 
recognize with CT and still potential differentials. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the referr ing 
veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that  was not 
vis ible in the image/video clips  provided.    

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance, please contact me. 

Sebast ian Jawinski, German Board Cert if ied Vet Specia list  in Diagnost ic Imaging  
info@sonopath.com 

mailto:info@sonopath.com

