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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

Concern for mass near right kidney/adrenal gland r/o - adrenal mass vs renal mass vs open 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHY OF THE ABDOMEN 

Pre/post contrast studies are provided for review. 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

The right adrenal gland presents a large amorphous mass with a highly inhomogeneous inner texture 
presenting broad-based contact to the medial surface of the right kidney and a long-stretched 
impression of the caudal vena cava with a vascular filling defect in the cranial parts of the lesion. The 
right renal vein gets at least deviated. The lesion presents maximum diameters of approximately 5.3 x 
2.7 cm. 
 
There are further nodules noted in the pancreatic corpus of 2.2 cm and dorsal to that in the branching 
of the cranial mesenteric and celiac artery. 
 
The left adrenal gland is inconspicuous. A large cyst in the cranial part of the left kidney is noted showing 
an inconspicuous periphery. Both kidneys present symmetric contrast enhancement and excretion of 
contrast into the renal pelvis. 
 
Liver and spleen appear regular in terms of size, surface, shape and contrast behavior. Relevant focal or 
nodular lesions are not noted. 
 
As far as can be assessed, the stomach and all parts of the intestine are inconspicuous without any 
indication of a wall thickening or a mass. There are no signs of an obstructive or functional ileus. 
 
Both ureters, the urinary bladder, trigone and urethra are presented as expected.  
 
Signs of peritoneal/retroperitoneal effusion or free gas are not recognized.  
 
COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

• Neoplastic lesion right adrenal gland with invasion of the caudal vena cava 

• Nodular lesion pancreatic corpus and suspected lymph node metastasis ventral to the aorta 
 
Incidental findings: 
 

• Severe bilateral osteoarthrosis coxofemoral joints 

• Large renal cyst left kidney 4.8 cm 

 
INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

The lesion of the right adrenal gland is highly suspicious for a malignant neoplastic process as seen with 
pheochromocytoma or adenocarcinoma. I would assume an invasion of the caudal vena cava and would 
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suspect an invasion of the right kidney since the broad-based contact indicates at least an impression of 
the medial renal surface. For further differentiation, complementary examinations could be performed 
(blood/urinary tests, blood pressure). 
 
There are two further nodules noted, again highly inhomogeneous, located in the pancreatic corpus or 
directly beside the pancreas and in the branching of the large abdominal arteries, which are highly 
suspicious for lymph node metastases.  
 
The incidental findings likely do not have clinical relevance. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the referring 
veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not 
visible in the image/video clips provided.   

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance, please contact me. 

Sebastian Jawinski, German Board Certified Vet Specialist in Diagnostic Imaging 
info@sonopath.com 

mailto:info@sonopath.com

