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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

• head bopping episodes 2 hours after eating. first noticed 1.5 months ago 
• bile acid result high- 49.4 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE HEAD & ABDOMEN 

Pre/post contrast.  

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

There is mild asymmetry of the ventricles noted. Herniation of the cerebellum into the spinal canal is 
indicated. The neurocranium shows normal findings apart from that.  
 
The bony structures of the skull present a brachycephalic formation. Both tympanic bullae are 
completely ventilated with a regular tympanic bulla wall. The external ear canals are ventilated in all 
sections with inconspicuous walls. The temporomandibular joints and the nasopharyngeal meatus have 
no particular findings.  
 
Post contrast images show no pathological enhancement. The soft tissues of the head and neck are 
symmetrical and inconspicuous, especially the mandibular and medial retropharyngeal lymph nodes are 
unremarkable. 
 
The abdominal structures appear normal. Signs of a vascular malformation are not recognized. The 
portal vein, the caudal vena cava and the aorta present a regular course and diameter. Free peritoneal 
fluid is not noted. 
The abdominal organs and lymph nodes are inconspicuous. 

 
COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

• Breed-expected findings head 
• Normal findings abdomen 

 
INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

The indicated herniation of the cerebellum must be correlated with the clinical presentation. A 
dynamic pressure increase is possible. Intramedullary changes and a distension of the central canal in 
the course of the cervical spine cannot be fully excluded and are potential differentials. The mild 
asymmetry of the ventricles is thought to be a normal variant. 
The abdominal structures do not show signs of an inflammatory process and or a portosystemic shunt. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the referring 
veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not 
visible in the image/video clips provided.   

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance, please contact me. 

Sebastian Jawinski, German Board-Certified Vet Specialist in Diagnostic Imaging 
info@sonopath.com 

mailto:info@sonopath.com

