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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

• The cat has been experiencing bilateral nasal hemorrhage for several days. A nasal mass, 
polyp, or rhinitis is suspected. 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHY OF THE HEAD 

Pre/post contrast studies are provided for review. 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

The cranial part of the nasopharyngeal meatus presents a soft tissue-dense mass of 1.5 x 0.6 cm that 
has broad-based contact to the dorsal wall of the meatus and extends rostrally into the nasal exits on 
both sides. The nasal cavities present mild swelling of the mucous membranes with indicated fluid 
accumulations. Signs of an aggressive lesion are not noted. 
 
The bony borders of the nasal cavities and frontal sinuses are intact and inconspicuous. The caudal parts 
of the nasopharyngeal meatus are regularly ventilated as well as the tympanic bullae and both external 
ear canals.  
 
There is a lipoma-like mass cranial to the left thyroid gland noted confluent with the latter with diameters 
of approximately 1.4 x 0.5 cm. Both thyroids show similar findings with another hypodense area within 
the caudal parts of the glands. 
 
The soft tissues of the head and neck show mildly enlarged retropharyngeal lymph nodes. A unilateral 
atrophy of the masticatory muscles is not noted. The displayed bony parts of the skull and spine are 
inconspicuous. 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS  

• Suspected inflammatory polyp nasal exits/rostral nasopharyngeal meatus 

• Lipoma-like lesions thyroid glands (s. especially left side) 

• Mild retropharyngeal lymph adenomegaly 
 

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

The soft tissue dense mass in the nasopharyngeal meatus is highly suspicious for an inflammatory polyp. 
However, this is an unspecific finding from a CT perspective and could represent other neoplastic lesions 
as seen with soft tissue sarcomas, squamous cell carcinoma, and others. Endoscopic evaluation and 
sampling are needed for further differentiation. Signs of an aggressive lesion and/or regional metastases 
are not noted. The adjacent bony structures are inconspicuous.  
 
The enlargement of the retropharyngeal lymph nodes is consistent with mild reactive lymphadenitis. 
 
The lesions of both thyroids, especially on the left side, are of questionable clinical relevance. The CT-
morphology is suspicious for an invasive lipoma on the left side. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the referr ing 
veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that  was not 
vis ible in the image/video clips  provided.    

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance, please contact me. 

Sebast ian Jawinski, German Board Cert if ied Vet Specia list  in Diagnost ic Imaging  
info@sonopath.com 

mailto:info@sonopath.com

