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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

• External referral 
• The owners noted a small soft mass on her left pelvic limb in August 2024, and this has been 

slowly and gradually increasing in size since, but to the owner more recent rapid growth has 
been noticed. This mass was sampled in February 2025, and cytology was compatible with a 
lipoma. 

• CT scan to understand the exact location, as well as differentiate if intermuscular vs 
intramuscular/infiltrative lipoma or liposarcoma, or a different tumour type, as this might 
impact surgical recommendation. This will also give more information on the proximity to 
nerve and vascular structures, which would be important for surgical planning. 

 
Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results:        WNL 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHY OF THE PELVIS 

Pre/post contrast studies are provided for review. 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

The left thigh presents a mass of at least 13.5 x 11.0 cm, being located proximal and cranial to the stifle 
and thigh, showing fat density throughout with ill-defined interfascial lines. The inner texture appears 
homogeneous. The mass has broad-based contact to the medial thigh vasculature and reaches the 
inguinal gap as well as the subcutaneous region of the medial, lateral and cranial thigh. An extension into 
the abdominal cavity not noted. 
 
The interfascial lines and muscular borders are partially ill-defined. The tributary lymph nodes, as far as 
displayed, do not show particular findings. Both coxofemoral joints and stifles show moderate 
osteoarthrosis as an incidental and age-appropriate finding.  
 
There is no evidence of a pathologic enhancement. 
 
COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS  
 

• Large lipoma-like mass left thigh 
• Moderate degenerative findings coxofemoral joints and stifles 

 
INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

The CT findings present a large lipoma of the left thigh. However, CT cannot differentiate between a 
benign lipoma and liposarcoma. I would favor the first. For further differentiation, biopsy and 
histopathology are needed. The discontinuity of the interfascial planes and the ill-defined muscular 
margins present an infiltrative behavior, which is not compellingly a sign of malignancy. There is broad-
based contact to the inguinal gap and the medial vasculature of the thigh. Due to its size and nature, a 
high risk of recurrence is present in case of surgical resection. As far as can be assessed, there is no 
evidence of regional metastases. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the referr ing 
veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that  was not 
vis ible in the image/video clips  provided.    

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance, please contact me. 

Sebast ian Jawinski, German Board Cert if ied Vet Specia list  in Diagnost ic Imaging  
info@sonopath.com 

mailto:info@sonopath.com

