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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

History: left shoulder ocd lesion retrieval 8wks ago progressive lameness since - most pronounced on 
flexion. 

Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results: cytology and culture pending 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE SHOULDER JOINTS 

The left shoulder shows severe erosive changes of the subchondral bone surfaces with maximum 
diameters of 1.8 cm presenting osteolysis of the cortical and medullary bone as well as alternations of 
the medullary bone density. Peripheral sclerosis is indicated. The joint appears incongruent/subluxated 
in the current positioning. There are multiple and partially irregular periosteal changes recognized as 
the joint margins accompanied by a moderate soft tissue/periarticular swelling with an increased joint 
effusion. The images after contrast application present an increased synovial contrast uptake.  

The display parts of the long bones are inconspicuous. The spine and thoracic inlet do not show 
particular findings.  

There is moderate osteoarthrosis of the right shoulder joint noted as an incidental finding. 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

• Suspected aggressive/erosive lesions left shoulder 
• Moderate osteoarthrosis right shoulder 

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

The multiple erosive/osteolytic and the partially irregular periosteal changes are highly suspicious for 
an aggressive lesion. Differentials include neoplasia as seen with histiocytic sarcoma or synovial 
myxosarcoma as well as septic arthritis. For further assessment -as already performed- FNA/biopsy for 
cytology/histopathology could be performed next. As far as displayed there are no signs of regional or 
distant metastases. The incongruent joint space and/or indicated subluxation may be an artificial issue 
or due to additional instability of the joint. 

The moderate osteoarthrosis of the right shoulder joint is an incidental finding. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 

referring veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology 

that was not visible in the image/video clips provided.   
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Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 

can be of any further assistance, please contact me. 

Sebastian Jawinski, German Board Certified Vet Specialist in Diagnostic Imaging 

info@sonopath.com 

mailto:info@sonopath.com

