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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

History: rapid weight loss in short period of time and diarrhea. 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE ABDOMEN 

The central abdomen shows a mass-like lesion with central gas pockets, conspicuous for an intestinal 
lesion with marked thickening of the wall. The enlargement of the wall appears circular and even with 
maximum diameters of 1.8 cm. The periphery shows rounded and severely enlarged lymph nodes of 
the mesentery root as well as the portal lymph nodes. There are mild fat striations in the periphery 
recognized. The liver is rounded and moderately enlarged. The other abdominal organs (stomach, 
kidneys, ureters and urinary bladder) do not show particular findings. The retroperitoneal region is 
inconspicuous.  

The displayed bony structures of the spine are unremarkable. 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

• Suspected neoplastic lesion small intestine with multiple lymph node metastases 
• Moderate hepatomegaly 

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

The mass-like lesion in the central abdomen is suspicious for a neoplastic lesion of the small intestine. 
The significant thickening of the wall and the rounded lymph nodes (bulky lesions) in the periphery 
would underline the assumption of neoplasia. Common differentials include but are not limited to 
lymphoma, adenocarcinoma, and mast cell tumor. This does not exclude a chronic inflammatory issue 
as seen with granulomatous disease. For further assessment, FNA or biopsy of the intestinal lesion and 
of the mesentery lymph nodes could be performed next.  

The enlargement of the liver is an incidental finding and likely shows chronic degenerative or 
regenerative disease as seen with chronic hepatitis and/or lipidosis. Radiographs of the chest and/or 
complementary CT of the chest could be performed to rule out pulmonary/mediastinal metastases. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 

referring veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology 

that was not visible in the image/video clips provided.   

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 

can be of any further assistance, please contact me. 

Sebastian Jawinski, German Board Certified Vet Specialist in Diagnostic Imaging 

info@sonopath.com 

mailto:info@sonopath.com

