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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
Baxter presented for fatty tumor on right side of chest first noted 6 months ago  

 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE THORAX & ABDOMEN 
 
Pre/post contrast studies provided for review. 
 
COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 
 
Thorax: 

 

The right caudal rib cage presents a large fat tissue dense mass located submuscular/interfascial 

circling the caudal rib on the right and protruding inwards causing a mass effect on the 

peritoneum right ventral and central. Maximum diameters measure approximately 6.5 cm in 

length and 6.2 in width. Borders of the mass are clearly defined without signs of an aggressive 

growth and/or periosteal/osteolytic changes. The peritoneal border is respected and intact. 

 

The lungs are regularly ventilated with close contact to the inner thoracic wall on all sides. There 

is no evidence of pleural thickening, fluid accumulation or free pleural gas. Pulmonary density is 

within normal limits, there is no evidence of focal or nodular pulmonary lesions. 

 

The mediastinum is regular in width and density. Mediastinal (sternal, tracheal-, bronchial) lymph 

nodes are considered to be normal. The thoracic trachea and esophagus present as expected.  

 

The diaphragm appears normal.  

 

Abdomen: 

 

The liver shows normal findings in terms of size, surface, shape and contrast behavior. 

Gallbladder is inconspicuous without evidence of cholestasis. The common bile duct is considered 

to be normal. 

 

Pancreas presents normal size and shape with a smooth surface. The peripancreatic fat tissue and 

omentum are inconspicuous.  

 

The spleen shows normal findings in terms of size, surface, shape and contrast behavior. 

 

Unremarkable presentation of the bilaterally symmetrical kidneys. 

 

Adrenal glands are in normal limits.  

 

As far as can be assessed, the stomach and all parts of intestine are regularly presented without 

any indication of a wall thickening or a mass.  

 

Signs of peritoneal/retroperitoneal effusion or free gas are not recognized.  
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COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 
 

• Lipoma of the right caudal thoracic- and cranial abdominal wall 

 
INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The CT findings most likely represent a benign lipoma. Infiltrative or aggressive growth is not 

detected. However, liposarcoma cannot be fully excluded. Currently signs of local, regional or 

distant metastases are not recognized. Recurrence after surgical resection is commonly seen 

even with benign lipoma. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 
referring veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not 
visible in the image/video clips provided. 
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or 
if I can be of any further assistance, please contact me. 
 
Sebastian Jawinski, German Board Certified Vet Specialist in Diagnostic Imaging 
Sebastian.Jawinski@sonopath.com 

 


