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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

presented for not eating and chronic left nasal discharge 
Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results:        WBC 29.30, neutro 21.36, Acl 105 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHY OF THE HEAD, THORAX, & ABDOMEN 

Pre/post contrast studies are provided for review. 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

Head 

The nasopharyngeal meatus is completely obliterated by an expansile mass measuring approximately 
4.8 x 2.5 cm, presenting an inhomogeneous contrast uptake and peripheral fluid accumulations. The soft 
palate gets deviated with the mass reaching the caudal pharyngeal and laryngeal region. The bony 
structures of the skull are inconspicuous. The neurocranium does not show particular findings. 
 
Both nasal cavities -on the left more than on the right- present significant shortening and atrophy of the 
conches with swelling of the residual mucous membranes and mild fluid accumulations. The nasal bony 
borders are intact. 
 
The soft tissues of the head and neck are inconspicuous, especially the cervical lymph nodes are 
unremarkable. 
 
The displayed spine is inconspicuous.  
 
Thorax & Abdomen 
 
In both cavities, pleural and peritoneal effusion is recognized, leading to a hypoinflation/retraction of 
the lungs on both sides.  
 
The mediastinum is inconspicuous with a small heart.  
 
There are multiple cystic lesions noted in the liver with dot-like calcifications. 
 
The gallbladder is moderately filled and shows multiple mineral-dense concrements. Signs of cholestasis 
are not noted.  
 
The abdominal organs are inconspicuous apart from that. 
 
COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

• Suspected neoplastic lesion nasopharyngeal meatus 
• Moderate pleural and peritoneal effusion 
• Suspected hypovolemia (small heart) 
• Signs of chronic and erosive rhinitis 
• Multiple cystic changes liver, cholelithiasis, different grades of tooth degeneration as incidental 

findings 
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INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

The mass-like lesion in the nasopharyngeal meatus explains the reported patient's history. For further 
differentiation, endoscopic evaluation and sampling are needed. Differentials include, but are not limited 
to, polyp formation and malignant neoplasia is seen with lymphoma and squamous cell carcinoma. 
Pulmonary metastases are not recognized. 
 
The effusion in the pleural and peritoneal cavity likely expresses a systemic or generalized issue. A 
pleural and peritoneal metastatic spread is one differential. Other circumstances such as 
hypoproteinemia and inflammatory changes are possible as well. For further differentiation, sampling of 
the effusion could be performed. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the referring 
veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not 
visible in the image/video clips provided.   

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance, please contact me. 

Sebastian Jawinski, German Board Certified Vet Specialist in Diagnostic Imaging 
info@sonopath.com 

mailto:info@sonopath.com

