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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

Patient came on October 3, 2025 for evaluation. 
Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results:        December 16, 2025 CBC: WNL CHEM: CREA 0.3 mg/dL 
(0.8 - 2.4 0.3 mg/dL ) BUN 13 mg/dL (16 - 36mg/dL) Cl 109 mmol/L (112 - 129mmol/L) October 3, 
2025 Thyroid Panel: Normal TLI, Cobalamin, Folate: Normal Bile Acids: High post prandrial 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHY OF THE ABDOMEN 

Pre/post contrast studies are provided for review. 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

The images after contrast application present an abnormal vessel that originates from the left gastric 
vein and continues cranially to cross the midline and runs dorsally to the phrenic margin to terminate 
into the caudal vena cava just cranial to the liver. The origin shows an estimated diameter of 5,0 mm. 
The maximum diameters of the shunt vessels present 7-8 mm, while the termination into the caudal 
vena cava shows again a diameter of approximately 5 mm. The portal vasculature is recognizable but 
appears reduced. 
 
The liver is decreased in size. There are chaotic intestinal loops with a subjective thickening of the 
intestinal walls. The gastric wall is thickened and shows transverse diameters of approximately 9 mm. 
The other abdominal organs present normal findings. Free peritoneal fluid is not recognized. 
 
COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

• Single extrahepatic shunt (left gastric – caudal vena cava) 
• Suspected secondary gastritis/gastroenteritis 

 
INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

The images present a single extrahepatic shunt originating from the left gastric vein. The abnormal vessel 
terminates dorsal and cranial between the diaphragm and the liver. The diameters of the shunt origin 
and termination are estimated. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the referring 
veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not 
visible in the image/video clips provided.   

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance, please contact me. 

Sebastian Jawinski, German Board Certified Vet Specialist in Diagnostic Imaging 
info@sonopath.com 

mailto:info@sonopath.com

