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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

History: Swelling under R eye that has happened twice before today. Every time, it goes away with 
Clavamox. We are trying to find an underlying cause. Teeth probed normally with only very mild 
gingivitis with mild dental calculus. After this scan, we lanced the swollen area and got out a large 
amount of thick malodorous pus (didn't find a FB unfortunately, but we did flush the area copiously). 
Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results: Lab results from today not in yet. Previous labwork showed 
high globulins. 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE HEAD & NECK 

The right side of the face presents an encapsulated mass which can be traced from the rostral and 
lateral part of the orbit, circling the zygomatic arch ventrally with a concomitant, soft tissue dense 
swelling. There is a large fluid-filled center of 1.8 cm noted. Radiopaque foreign material is not 
recognized. The adjacent bony surfaces are unremarkable without signs of an reactive/aggressive or 
invasive lesion. The adjacent maxillary bone and teeth are unremarkable. Both nasal cavities are 
regularly ventilated as well as the frontal sinuses, the nasopharyngeal meatus and the tympanic 
bullae/external ear canals. The neurocranium is inconspicuous. The soft tissues of the head and neck 
are unremarkable apart from that. 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

• Suspected inflammatory lesion/abscess formation right rostral zygomatic arch 
 

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

The CT findings are nearly pathognomonic for an inflammatory process as seen with abscess 
formation. Radiopaque foreign material is not detected. This does not exclude foreign material induced 
inflammation. I do not see a tooth associated issue. Changes locally limited with unremarkable 
adjacent bony structures. With that neoplasia is very unlikely. The lesion can be traced into the rostral 
and ventral part of the orbit. The orbital detail is intact. Final determination of the origin is difficult. 
Involvement of the lacrimal glands is unlikely. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 
referring veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology 
that was not visible in the image/video clips provided.   

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance, please contact me. 

Sebastian Jawinski, German Board Certified Vet Specialist in Diagnostic Imaging 
info@sonopath.com 

mailto:info@sonopath.com

