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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

History: Lameness RFL>LFL 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE ELBOW & SHOULDER JOINTS 

The distal parts of the forelimbs present and paired/fractured 7th sesamoid bone of the 5th 
metacarpophalangeal joint, more obvious on the right than on the left side, with mild to moderate 
osteophytic reactions at the margins of the joint. There is no evidence of tissue swelling and/or 
contrast enhancement. The bony structures of the distal forelimbs and the carpal joints are 
inconspicuous apart from that.  

The long bones of the forelimbs do not show particular findings.  

Both elbows present mild osteoarthrosis with osteophytic new bone formations at the joint margins. 
The medial coronoid process is intact and mildly deformed with an incongruent radio-ulnar joint space 
on both sides.  

The right distal humerus shows bone density alternations without relevant signs of osteolysis. The 
subchondral bone surfaces are inconspicuous. Images after contrast application do not show any 
pathologic enhancement, especially on the medial compartment of the joint.  

Both shoulder joints show normal findings. The displayed cervical spine cannot be finally assessed. 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

• Mild to moderate osteoarthrosis 5th metacarpophalangeal joints right > left 
• Mild to moderate osteoarthrosis elbow joints right > left 
• Mild density alternations right distal humerus 

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

The CT findings are chronic degenerative changes that are consistent with osteoarthrosis. There are 
no signs of an acute onset, an active inflammatory or even neoplastic lesion.  

The mildly decreased bone density of the right humerus should be controlled for this could be initial 
osteomyelitis and/or neoplasia. Bone edema and medullary micro fractures are differentials for 
example due to a traumatic event. Apart from that the elbow changes are somewhat age expected and 
are again chronic degenerative findings. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the referring 
veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not 
visible in the image/video clips provided.   

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance, please contact me. 
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