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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

History:  pyrexia unknown origin unable to stand neurology exam unremarkable 
Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results: cbc mod neutrophilia chem normal crp/t4/csf pending. 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE CHEST & ABDOMEN 

The displaced spine presents degenerative changes in the middle part of the thoracic spine, including 
the vertebral bodies TH3 - 6 with an increased sclerosis of the end plates and mild cystic changes of 
the TH3 caudal end plate. Relevant signs of an aggressive lesion or soft tissue swelling are not noted.  

C5-6 shows a mild to moderate and left pronounced protrusion of the disc with mild compression of 
the spinal cord. The latter is inconspicuous apart from that and clearly defined without signs of a 
pathologic enhancement.  

The mediastinal lymph nodes are mildly enlarged. The mediastinum is inconspicuous apart from that. 
The pulmonary structures do not show nodular, focal or diffuse changes. Free pleural fluid is not 
noted. The thoracic borders are intact including the diaphragm.  

Mild enlargement of the medial inguinal lymph nodes is noted without signs of peripheral changes. 
Free peritoneal or retroperitoneal fluid is not seen; the abdominal organs do not show particular 
findings and are inconspicuous. Especially the cranial abdomen with pancreas and gallbladder as well 
as the liver and spleen are normal.  

The paraspinal soft tissues and the display parts of the limbs are inconspicuous. 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

• Mild spinal cord compression C5/6 due to disc protrusion, left pronounced 
• Moderate degenerative changes vertebrae bodies Th3-6 
• Mild enlargement mediastinal and inguinal lymph nodes 
• No signs of an active inflammatory process as seen with abscess formation, pleuritis, 

peritonitis and/or pancreatitis 

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

The CT findings do not fully explain the reported patient's history. The mild compression of the spinal 
cord at C5-6, in my opinion, does not match the inability to stand. The degenerative findings in the 
thoracic spine are without pathologic enhancement and/or soft tissue swelling. I do not suspect 
relevant disco spondylitis or spondylitis.  

The mild enlargement of the lymph nodes reflects a more systemic inflammatory or reactive issue with 
mild and more generalized lymphadenitis. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 

referring veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology 

that was not visible in the image/video clips provided.   

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 

can be of any further assistance, please contact me. 
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