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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

Referred by primary for possible ear polyp removal. On exam today P had a head tilt to the left, no 
nystagmus and tympanic membrane was intact but white. No polyp was seen. 
Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results:        CBC: WNL Chem 10: ALT: low <10U/L, Glob: high 5.7g/dL. 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHY OF THE HEAD 

Pre/post contrast studies are provided for review. 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

Both tympanic bullae are completely filled with soft tissue dense material showing a wall associated 
enhancement more on the left than on the right. The bony walls of the tympanic bullae are 
inconspicuous without signs of relevant osteolysis or hyperostosis. The petrosal bones are 
inconspicuous without signs of an aggressive lesion. The margins to the aerated parts of the horizontal 
external ear canals are clearly defined with an assumed intact tympanic membrane. The external ear 
canals are unremarkable, as well as the nasopharyngeal meatus. An extension into the pharyngeal region 
is not recognized.  
 
The retropharyngeal lymph nodes are moderately enlarged on both sides with a normal shape and 
contrast behavior. The nasal cavities and frontal sinuses are regularly ventilated. The bony structures of 
the skull are inconspicuous apart from that. The neurocranium shows normal findings. The soft tissues 
of the head and neck do not show particular findings. 
 
The mandibular and maxillary teeth show different grades of resorptive and degenerative changes. An 
oral nasal fistula or relevant inflammatory process are not recognized. 
 
COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

• Signs of a bilateral otitis media with suspected polyp formation on both sides, more prominent 
on the left than on the right 

• Moderate retropharyngeal lymph adenomegaly 
• Dental resorptive ear and degenerative changes 

 
INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

The CT findings present a bilateral inflammatory process of the tympanic bullae. As far as can be 
assessed, the tympanic membranes are intact, and the changes are limited to the tympanic cavities. The 
contrast enhancement, which is more obvious on the left than on the right side, indicates poly formation 
and/or hyperplastic mucous membranes. An extension into the external ear canals and/or the 
nasopharyngeal meatus are not noted. Furthermore, signs of an aggressive lesion as seen with invasive 
or aggressive neoplasia are currently not present. The mild enlargement of the retropharyngeal lymph 
nodes is consistent with reactive lymphadenitis. 
 
The changes of the teeth must be correlated with the clinical presentation. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the referring 
veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not 
visible in the image/video clips provided.   

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance, please contact me. 

Sebastian Jawinski, German Board Certified Vet Specialist in Diagnostic Imaging 
info@sonopath.com 

mailto:info@sonopath.com

