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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
History: Several month history of non-weight-bearing right rear limb lameness. She reports that the 
dog often stands "pointing" the right rear limb. rDVM notes: Mild right rear limb lameness during 
ambulation. A pain response was elicited with deep palpation of the medial and caudal aspect of the 
right tibiotarsal joint near the medial malleolus. In addition, pain response is elicited with 
manipulation of the right tibiotarsal joint. The right stifle is quiet and the right hip exhibits good 
ROM without evidence of pain. Radiographic study of the right tarsus reveals evidence of either 
trauma (Ms. Ortega reports that the dog plays aggressively with her other dog at home) or an OCD 
lesion. The recommendation was made for CT scan of the right tarsus. 
 
COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE EXTREMITIES 

 
The distal margin of the right medial malleolus is markedly irregular and shows mild cystic-erosive 
changes. Distal and medial to the medial malleolus at least two bony fragments are noted measuring 
approximately 6.0 and 9.0 mm. The adjacent subchondral surface of the talus presents again mild 
erosions with an increased sclerosis. The medial talocrural joint space is mildly irregular and appears 
narrowed. The periarticular soft tissue is mildly swollen. 
 
The left tarsus shows a subtle irregular medial joint space with a small gap of the tibial subchondral 
surface. Signs of a lysis or peripheral sclerosis are missing. 
 
Presented bony structures of the thighs, stifles and distal limbs are unremarkable. 
 
COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

 

• Lesion of the right medial malleolus with fragments distal to the malleolus and cystic-erosive 
changes of the adjacent bone surfaces  

• Mild irregular and narrowed right medial talocrural joint space  
• Subtle irregular left medial talocrural joint space  

 
INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

CT findings present a lesion of the right medial malleolus. Typical signs of a talocrural OCD are missing. 
However, the narrowed medial joint space is an indirect sign for additional chondropathy. The cystic-
erosive changes do speak for a relevant and active process which would match with the clinical 
presentation. Evaluation of the joint cartilage and extraction of both fragments is recommended. 
 
The subtle irregular left medial talocrural joint space/the small tibial gap indicates a bilateral finding. 
This is suspicious for juvenile OCD. Currently signs of secondary arthrosis or osteoarthritis/synovitis 
are missing.   
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 

referring veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not 

visible in the image/video clips provided.  

 

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if 

I can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

Sebastian Jawinski, German Board Certified Vet Specialist in Diagnostic Imaging  
info@sonopath.com 

 
 
 

 


