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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
History: Wendy presented for LEFT FRONT limb "TWITCHING" ATLEAST 2 MONTHS DURATION  
 
COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE SPINE, ELBOW JOINTS & SHOULDER JOINTS 
 
Spine  
 
Presented bony structures of the spine are unremarkable with an inconspicuous harmonic atlanto-
occipital and -axial transition. Vertebral bodies are of regular density without signs of a lytic or sclerotic 
process. There is no evidence of a fracture and/or sub/-luxation. Spinal cord is homogeneous and 
shows no compressive lesion.  
 
Elbow Joints  
 
The radioulnar joint space is mildly incongruent on both sides showing a mildly alternating density of 
the medial coronoid process. There are no signs of a fragmentation or fissure line recognized. The 
subchondral bone especially of the trochlea is inconspicuous. The periarticular soft tissues are 
unremarkable. 
 
Shoulder Joints  
 
The caudal humeral head presents normal findings. The subchondral bone of the caudal humeral head 
is inconspicuous. Biceps tendon and the area of the supraspinatus and infraspinatus insertion are 
inconspicuous. There is subtle cystic erosion of the major tubercle noted on both sides. Relevant 
formation of exostosis is not present. The periarticular soft tissues are unremarkable. Musculature of 
the shoulders is bilaterally symmetrical and inconspicuous. 
 
COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 
 

• Mild radio-ulnar incongruity of the elbow joints with mild alternation of bone density of the 
medial coronoid process 

• Very subtle and bilateral degenerative changes of the shoulder joints 
• Normal findings of the displayed spine and the brachial plexus 

 
INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
CT findings of the elbow joints present subtle lesion of the medial coronoid process. Clinical relevance 
is questionable since there are currently no obvious signs of fragmentation or secondary arthrosis 
noted. 
 
Changes of both shoulder joints are very subtle and bilateral, and therefore do not match with left 
sided lameness.  Normal CT findings do not exclude inflammatory lesion of the soft 
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tissues/intraarticular structures and are still possible. Consider an orthopedic ultrasound of the left 
shoulder to rule out biceps tendinitis/-vaginitis or a lesion of the biceps tendon. 
 

 

 
 

The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 

referring veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not 

visible in the image/video clips provided.  

 

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if 

I can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

Sebastian Jawinski, German Board Certified Vet Specialist in Diagnostic Imaging  
info@sonopath.com 
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