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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
Presented to surgeon due to Right eye and Right ear discharge (persistent despite treatment). 

Possible nasopharyngeal polyp 

Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results:        upper airway noise 

 
COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE HEAD  
 
Pre/post contrast studies provided for review. 

 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 
 
The neurocranium shows normal findings. 

 

Bony structures of skull and the skull foramina of the cranial nerves are laterally symmetrical and 

inconspicuous.  

 

The right bulla is completely filled with soft tissue dense material showing a strong enhancement 

of the inner outline and extending into the horizontal part of the external ear canal. The tympanic 

membrane cannot be traced. Changes continue into the auditory tube and show a large clearly 

defined mass in the nasopharyngeal meatus with heterogeneous enhancement. The right bulla 

wall is thickened and hyperostotic, the petrosal bone is inconspicuous.  

 

The left bulla is completely filled as well with an intact tympanic membrane. The bulla wall is 

mildly thickened without signs of erosion. The petrosal bone and the external ear canal are 

unremarkable. 

 

Frontal sinuses and the orbital contents are laterally symmetrical without evidence of a 

retrobulbar lesion. Nasal cavities are ventilated regularly with mild and even thickening of the 

mucous membranes. There residuals of deciduous teeth noted at the level of the left maxilla and 

mandibula. 

 

Soft tissues of the head and neck are symmetrical and of homogeneous density. The medial 

retropharyngeal lymph nodes are mildly enlarged but show regular shape, periphery and contrast 

behavior. 

 
COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 
 

• Inflammatory polyp right external ear canal - bulla – nasopharyngeal meatus 

• Bilateral signs of a chronic otitis media 

• Mild bilateral retropharyngeal lymphadenomegaly 

• Residuals of deciduous teeth 
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INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
CT findings of the right bulla are highly suspicious for an inflammatory polyp causing a complete 

nasopharyngeal stenosis. Secondary hyperostosis of the bulla wall and involvement of the 

external ear canal are detected. Extraction of the polyp with a nasopharyngeal approach and via 

the external canal may be successful. On the left overt signs of another polyp are currently not 

recognized. Filling of the bulla may be secondary to insufficient mucous clearance. An initial polyp 

cannot be fully excluded.   

 

The mild swelling of the mucous membranes is still considered to be normal from a CT 

perspective. The enlargement of the retropharyngeal lymph nodes is likely reactive-

inflammatory. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 
referring veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not 
visible in the image/video clips provided. 
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or 
if I can be of any further assistance, please contact me. 
 
Sebastian Jawinski, German Board Certified Vet Specialist in Diagnostic Imaging 
Sebastian.Jawinski@sonopath.com 

 


