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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
Back end weakness and soreness; especially in iliopsosas muscles; worse in right. 

 

ULTRASONOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

 

Iliopsoas muscles/tendons/insertion left/right: 

 

The right iliopsoas muscle is mildly hyperechoic towards the insertion at the lesser trochanter. 

The muscle volume appears normal, muscle fibers appear intact and are seen in continuity. Fluid 

pooling within the muscle texture on both sides is not detected. Again, on the right an irregular, 

more hypoechoic area is detected near to the hip joint/lesser trochanter. Relevant calcification 

and signs of effusion are not noted. 

 

Coxofemoral joint left/right: 

 

There is no evidence of synovial thickening, formation of exostosis/osteophytes and/or joint 

effusion as far as can be assessed.  

 

ULTRASONOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

 

• Mildly hyperechoic right iliopsoas muscle with signs of a mild bursitis near to the insertion 

• Inconspicuous coxofemoral joints 

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

The hyperechoic right iliopsoas muscle speaks for a psoas-myopathy. This could be due to micro-

tears, hyperextension trauma or chronic activity overload. Muscle fibrosis and chronic bursitis of 

the insertion site could be a long-term consequence of that finding. 

 

Avulsion, fragmentation, or calcification of the tendinous structures are not suspected.  
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 
referring veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology 
that was not visible in the image/video clips provided.   
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or 
if I can be of any further assistance, please contact me. 
 
Sebastian Jawinski, German Board Certified Vet Specialist in Diagnostic Imaging 
Sebastian.Jawinski@sonopath.com 

 


