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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

Irregular round infected with skin pilling area in right lateral shoulder region due to most likely spider 
vs snake bite. Dog is screaming in pain at P.E 
Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results:        Unremarkable. 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHY OF THE RIGHT SHOULDER REGION 

Pre/post contrast studies are provided for review. 
 
COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 
 
At the level of the right shoulder joint, a broad-based and mild swelling of the subcutaneous/cutaneous 
region is noted accompanied by mild fat striations in the periphery. The underlying fascial planes and 
musculature do not show particular findings; changes are limited to the subcutaneous region. The 
images after contrast application do not show a pathologic enhancement within the musculature. 
 
The bony structures of the forelimb, the shoulder joint, and the axillary region are without particular 
findings. The prescapular lymph node on the right side appears mildly enlarged presenting a normal 
shape, contrast enhancement and regular periphery. 
 
The displayed cervical and thoracic spine are unremarkable without signs of a lateralized compressive 
lesion. The thoracic structures are within normal limits. 
 
COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

• Suspected inflammatory changes sub-/cutaneous region lateral to the right shoulder joint 
• Mild enlargement right prescapular lymph node 

 
INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

The CT findings are mild and consistent with inflammatory changes noted in the sub-/cutaneous region 
lateral to the right shoulder joint. The lesion is limited to the subcutaneous region respecting the margins 
of the fascial planes and musculature. Phlegmonous changes or initial abscess formation are common 
differentials. An abscess or necrosis could develop in the temporal course. Radiopaque foreign material 
is not noted. The mild enlargement of the prescapular lymph node likely represents mild reactive 
lymphadenitis. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the referring 
veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not 
visible in the image/video clips provided.   

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance, please contact me. 

Sebastian Jawinski, German Board Certified Vet Specialist in Diagnostic Imaging 
info@sonopath.com 

mailto:info@sonopath.com

