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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

Large pink corrugated masses in both ear canals. Concern for cholesteatoma. Normal neurologic exam 
on 11/17/25. 
 
COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHY OF THE HEAD 

Pre/post contrast studies are provided for review. 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

The head presents a breed-expected brachycephalic formation with severe shortening of the nasal 
cavities, an aplasia of the frontal sinuses and hyperostosis of the skull bone, including the wall of the 
tympanic bullae. The latter are regularly ventilated as well as the nasal cavities and the nasopharyngeal 
meatus. The integrity of the tympanic membrane is not clearly defined on both sides.  
 
The external ear canals are markedly narrowed in their horizontal parts but still aerated. The wall of the 
external ear canals appears mildly irregular and shows a mild and even contrast enhancement. The 
periphery of the tympanic bullae and external ear canals is inconspicuous. 
 
There is mild hyperplasia of the soft palate noted. 
The soft tissues of the head and neck are unremarkable, especially the medial retropharyngeal lymph 
nodes.  
 
The displayed teeth show a severe periapical osteolysis of the alveolar bone at the level of the 304. The 
latter presents marked distension of the pulp cavity. A fissure line is noted extending from the tip of the 
304 root to the mandibular symphysis. 
 
The displayed parts of the cervical spine do not show particular findings.  
 
COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

• Root abscess and pulpitis 304 
• Brachycephalic findings head, s. above 
• Narrowed horizontal external ear canals with subtle signs of otitis externa 

 
INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

The CT findings of the external ear canals are somewhat breed expected and present mild inflammatory 
changes. Currently, a relevant neoplastic lesion, polyp formation and/or peripheral abscess formation 
are not recognized. The integrity of the tympanic membranes is questionable and needs to be re-
evaluated with otoscopy. Typical signs of cholesteatoma are not noted so far. 
 
The findings of the 304 root must be correlated with the clinical presentation. Extraction of the 304 is 
recommended from a CT perspective. Cave: pathologic fracture or instability of the left mandible is 
possible. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the referring 
veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not 
visible in the image/video clips provided.   

 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance, please contact me. 

 
Sebastian Jawinski, German Board Certified Vet Specialist in Diagnostic Imaging 
info@sonopath.com  
 

mailto:info@sonopath.com

