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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
Had an 8cm x 4cm fatty SQ mass on the right ventral abdomen excised by marginal excision in 

January 2021. Histopathology diagnosed the mass as a benign lipoma. Local recurrence occurred 

soon after surgery with progressive growth. 

Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results:        Infiltrative lipoma that has recurred since previous 

incomplete excision.  

 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE ABDOMEN 
 
Pre/post contrast studies of the caudal thorax and abdomen provided for review.  
 
COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 
 
There is a large fat-tissue dense, trans-muscular mass noted aligning with the right abdominal 

wall undermining the right caudal rib cage cranially up to the level of the 11th rib and extending 

caudally into the inguinal region. The peritoneal border seems to be respected. The abdominal 

musculature gets infiltrated and circled by the mass. Maximum length measures 16.01 cm with 

transverse diameters of up to 5.71 cm and a latero-lateral extend with maximums of 8.93 cm. The 

bony surfaces of the affected ribs are inconspicuous.  

 

The abdominal organs present as expected. Abdominal lymph nodes and abdominal vessels have 

no particular findings. Signs of peritoneal/retroperitoneal effusion or free gas are not recognized.  

 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 
 

• Large lipoma of the right abdominal wall with infiltration of the abdominal musculature (right 

Mm. rectus and transversus abdominis) 

 
INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The CT findings present a large lipoma of the right abdominal wall undermining the right caudal 

ribs and infiltrating the abdominal musculature. Although having broad based contact the 

peritoneal borders are respected, there is no inclusion of peritoneal cavity noted. Signs of a 

locally aggressive behavior are missing. However, CT cannot differentiate lipoma from 

liposarcoma. Resection should at least include the affected musculature. Recurrence is very 

likely.  
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 
referring veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not 
visible in the image/video clips provided. 
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or 
if I can be of any further assistance, please contact me. 
 
Sebastian Jawinski, German Board Certified Vet Specialist in Diagnostic Imaging 
Sebastian.Jawinski@sonopath.com 

 


