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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
ACUTE ONSET CIRCLING TO THE LEFT SIDE, LEFT SIDED HEAD TILT ATAXIA 

 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE HEAD 
 
Plain and post contrast studies available for review.  
 
COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 
 
The dentition is incomplete. Multiple teeth are absent. Multifocal resorptive lesions of the 
remaining teeth are noted. 
 
The nasal cavity presents the expected aerated spaces between thin & even conchae and 
turbinates with smooth mucosal lining. 
 
Both temporomandibular joints present congruent joint spaces with even subchondral bone 
surfaces and are considered within normal limits. 
 
Half of the hypotympanum of the left tympanic bulla is filled with fluid attenuating material with 
a meniscus sign.  Minimal thickening of the osseous lining of the left tympanic bulla is seen. A very 
small amount of hypoattenuating material is seen within the medial aspect of the right external 
auditory meatus. 
 
The anatomy of the right ocular structures is disarranged with a central mineral attenuating 
focus. The lens cannot be delineated within the ocular globe.  The iris appears to be disarranged. 
The sclera is thick. The right eye is 3.5mm smaller is diameter than the left eye.  

 
The brain presents no deviation from normal anatomy and symmetry.  The brain parenchyma is 
homogeneous and within normal limits for attenuation and distribution of contrast enhancement.  
The ventricular system is non-dilated and symmetric. 
 
The left submandibular and medial retropharyngeal lymph nodes present minimal symmetric 
enlargement.  
 
A small dermal nodule is seen cranial of the right lower eyelid.  

 
COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 
 

• Left sided otitis media. 

• Mild right sided otitis externa. 

• Minimal left sided medial retropharyngeal and submandibular lymphadenomegaly compatible  

with reactive lymphadenitis. 

• Disrupted anatomy of the right eye. 

• Incomplete dentition with FORL. 

• Skin nodule cranial of the right eye. 
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INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The clinical signs are most likely due to the left sided otitis media. Consider further otoscopic 
workup also to further define the findings of the right external auditory meatus.  
 
The disarranged appearance of the right eye may be due to congenital microphthalmos or 
congenital abnormality such as congenital microphthalmia as well as developmental or traumatic 
in origin. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 
referring veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not 
visible in the image/video clips provided.  
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or 
if I can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

 
Nele Eley, DVM, Dr. med. vet., DipECVDI 
European Specialist in Veterinary Diagnostic Imaging, Cert. Radiology,  
Senior lecturer University of Giessen, Germany, Veterinary Faculty, Department of Radiology 
Nele.Eley@sonopath.com 


