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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
Reason for Visit: Matted hair History: Patient presented for matted hair, dandruff, and gaining 
weight. Owner reports patient gets eye discharge every day and thinks she is experiencing back 
leg pain. Owner also reported that patient has been drinking more water  
Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results:        Physical Examination Key -- (N= Normal, A= Abnormal) 
Hydration: Adequate Mentation: BAR EENT: Dry eye crusts OU. AU clear, no debris. No cough on 
tracheal palpation. Oral cavity: Mild dental tartar. Lymph Nodes: Submandibular, prescapular and 
popliteal lymph nodes normal size, shape and consistency Skin: Matted hair coat with dandruff. 
No ectoparasites seen. CV/Respiratory: Normal heart rate and rhythm, no murmur, pulses strong 
and synchronous, normal bronchovesicular sounds. Abd/GI: Very tense/hard abdomen, no fluid 
wave, no palpable masses or organomegaly. Uro/Perineum: No lesions or abnormalities. 
Musculoskeletal: BCS = 7/9. Ambulatory x 4, normal gait, normal palpation all 4 limbs. 
Neurological: Alert and appropriate. No deficits noted.  

 

RADIOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE ABDOMEN, PELVIS, & STIFLES 
 
Lateral view of the abdomen, pelvis, and stifles, and ventrodorsal view of the abdomen and pelvis 
with craniocaudal view of the stifle joints totaling 2 images available for review. 
 
RADIOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 
 
Abdomen 
 
The patient is obese. 
 
The urinary bladder is moderately distended. No abnormal opacities are superimposed onto the 
urinary bladder. 
 
The kidneys present within normal limits. 
 
The stomach appears to be postprandial and contains a moderate amount of soft tissue opaque 
ingesta.  
 
The small intestinal loops are evenly distributed throughout the mid abdomen. No evidence of 
abnormal dilation, plication, or radiopaque foreign material is seen. 
 
Pelvis 
 
Moderate narrowing of the lumbosacral intervertebral disc space with vertebral end plate 
sclerosis and spondylosis deformans is noted. 
 
The coxofemoral joints present within normal limits. No evidence of dysplasia or osteoarthritis is 
seen. There is no evidence of aggressive bone lesions. 
 
The pelvic bones present bilaterally symmetric. 
 
The sacroiliac joints present within normal limits. 
 
Stifles 
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Both stifle joints present within normal limits. There is no evidence of osteoarthritis articular 
swelling, tibial thrust, or other. 

 
RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 
 

• Moderate degenerative lumbosacral stenosis. 

• Normal radiographic presentation of the abdomen, pelvis, and stifle joints. 

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The radiographic study suggests potential for degenerative lumbosacral stenosis with potential 
involvement of the lumbosacral intervertebral disc.  
 
No structural abnormality of the abdomen, coxofemoral joints, or stifle joints was noted. 

 
 

 
 
 
The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 
referring veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology 
that was not visible in the image/video clips provided.   
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or 
if I can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

 
Nele Eley, DVM, Dr. med. vet., DipECVDI 
European Specialist in Veterinary Diagnostic Imaging, Cert. Radiology,  
Senior lecturer University of Giessen, Germany, Veterinary Faculty, Department of Radiology 
Nele.Eley@sonopath.com 


