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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
History of pancreatitis. Feeding RC GI low fat diet. Pet has had reoccurring soft stool and painful 
abdomen. Had GDV/Spleenectomy and gastric resection at VEC on 7/17/22. 
 
COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE ABDOMEN 
 
Plain and post contrast studies available for review. 
 
COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 
 
Patient has a history of gastric dilatation volvulus and partial resection of the stomach as well as 
splenectomy.  
 
Acutely angled gastric outflow is seen. The stomach contains a moderate amount of fluid and gas. A mild 
amount of mineral attenuating material is seen in the gravity dependent position within the gastric 
fundus. 
 
The liver presents within normal limits.  
 
The gallbladder is severely dilated.  
 
Mild generalized enlargement of the pancreas is seen with no significant regional mesenteropathy.  
 
The small intestine presents within the expected limits.  
 
No evidence of colon or cecum abnormality is seen.  
 
There is no evidence of regional mesenteric lymphadenomegaly.  
 
Note the presence of serial spondyloses and multiple intervertebral disc protrusions within the lumbar 
spine and lumbosacral junction. 
 
COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 
 

• Mild gastric dilation after GDV surgery and partial resection of the stomach. 

• Suspect chronic pancreatitis. 

• Distended gallbladder. 

• Multiple spondyloses and intervertebral disc protrusions within the lumbar and lumbosacral 

spine. 

INTERPRETATION OF FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
An acutely angled gastric outflow is seen as well as mild to moderate fluid distension of the stomach 
with a mild gravel sign which may indicate slightly and chronically impaired gastric outflow. However, 
prior intake of fluid and mineral material might explain the CT findings as well. No evidence of 
enteropathy is seen. 
 
The potential of chronic pancreatitis should be considered.  
 
The distension of the gallbladder is likely due to prior fasting. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the referring 
veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not visible in the 
image/video clips provided.  
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance please contact me. 
 
 
Nele Eley (Ondreka), DVM, Dr. med. vet., DipECVDI 
European Specialist in Veterinary Diagnostic Imaging, Cert. Radiology,  
Senior lecturer University of Giessen/Germany, Veterinary Faculty, Department of Radiology. 
Nele.Eley@sonopath.com  
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


